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Let’s talk Development

It has been indeed exciting for my office to partici-
pate in the long but rewarding journey that Baringo 
County Government has come since inception three 

years ago to being a trusted custodian and an efficient 
implementer of our county’s development agenda. 
 The key portfolios and roles of my office include co-
ordinating the management of disasters and response 
to emergencies and the provision of support and com-
plementary services in security related matters. In ad-
dition, we are charged with monitoring and evaluating 
the status of implementation of our development proj-
ects and general complimentary operational activities 
in the entire County. 
I can therefore say with authority that we have regis-

‘It is also equally important for residents to actively participate in project im-
plementation as officials and members management committees to give cit-
izen oversight in government quest to deliver quality services that add value 
to the lives of wananchi.” -Mathew Tuitoek, Deputy Governor

CT scan machine at Kabarnet referral hospital already in-
stalled awaiting commissioning.

A section of Kabarnet-Cereals road in Kabarnet town. Livestock taking water at Losampurpur water trough in Baringo 
South. 

Bulyoge footbridge in Mogotio sub-county. 
The county has constructed 9 other bridges 
across the six sub-counties.

Emergency Numbers: Ambulance; Kabarnet 0723157443, KBO 0723157641, Mar 0727157439, Mogotio 0723483447, 
Tiaty 0717807425, E/Ravine 0717807410, Beyond Zero: 0717807403, Fire: Kabarnet 0705930011, E/Ravine 0705719999 

Three years down the line in the devolved system of governance, it is a plea-
sure to note that the residents of our great county continue to enjoy the 
fruits of the multi-sector development strategy that we put in place towards 

accelerated and sustainable economic growth as outlined in our County Integrated 
Development Plan.
The overall objective of my administration is to provide infrastructure and support 
services to enable our people to take advantage of existing opportunities to earn 
a decent living and create wealth. I thank all our development partners who have 
helped us in one way or another to realize our aspirations as a county.

“With all systems up and running, we are now enjoying 
streamlined operations that ensure effective and timely 
service delivery especially in critical areas like water pro-
vision, irrigation and agriculture, health and infrastruc-
ture.” Governor Cheboi

>>Continued Pg 2

>>>Continued Pg 3

Farmers sort tomatoes at Ketiptergeek irrigation 
scheme after harvest. The county government has 
focused on establishing irrigation schemes in a bid to 
shift the focus of pastoralist comunities to farming  to 
reduce conflicts.



With all systems up and running, we are 
now enjoying streamlined operations that 
ensure effective and timely service deliv-
ery especially in critical areas like wa-
ter provision, irrigation and agriculture, 
health and infrastructure.
I commend our people, social media and 
the mainstream media for their continued 
support and more importantly for exer-
cising their constitutional obligation to 
participate in project priority setting and 
seizing the opportunity to constructively 
engage government through public partic-

ipation. As we tighten the monitoring and evaluation 
of projects to ensure adherence of standards and de-
liver value for money, your participation as the peo-

ple who we serve remain central.
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H.E. Hon. Benjamin 
Chesire Cheboi,EBS
Governor

Strides in development

Baringo County Governor Benja-
min Cheboi and  his west Pokot 
Counterpart Symon Kachapin 

together with MP’s  Asman Kamama(-

Tiaty) and Samuel Moroto(Kapenguria) 
joined faithful of Mafuta Pole Africa 
Church in marking the 66th anniversa-
ry of the Kolowa massacre where they 
called on government to address the 

cross human rights violations against the 
victims of the massacre.
Speaking at the event the leaders pledged 
to join hands in seeking retribution for 
what they said was a historical injustice 
against the people of the region.
They said the British government should 
compensate for historical injustices met 
out on the followers of Dini ya Roho ya 
Mafuta Pole Afrika  sect in 1950.
“We want victims of the Kolowa massa-
cre to be compensated,”said Kachapin.
The leaders said the Sect has a great his-
torical significance to the Pokot com-
munity and cannot be overlooked by the 
government.
The sect founder Lukas Pkiech was a 
strong political leader during the colo-
nial time and led the Pokot communi-
ty against the European colonization in 
1950s 

This was an underground religious group 
since Pkiech used the opportunity to mo-
bilize the Pokots to organize anti-govern-
ment campaigns to fight the Europeans
The resistance by Pkiech led to his death 
and that more than 1000 Pokots in 1952 
after they battled with the Colonialists at 
Kolowa.
After independence the sect was declared 
proscribed societies, and the members op-
erated underground.
Recently Kenya National Human Rights 
Commission undertook an enquiry with a 
view of finding justice to the victims of 
gross human rights violations across the 
North rift region.
Governor Benjamin Cheboi urged the 
commission to expedite their work so as 
to find a lasting solution to address the 
historical injustices.

Governors Cheboi and Kachapin call for justice for 1950 
kolowa massacre victims

Governors launch the commemoration plague during the 
commemoration of 1950 kolowa massacre victims

Governor Benjamin cheboi during the ground breaking ceremony of 
one of the ECDE classes.So far the county has constructed over 200 
ECDE classrooms across the county.

By Barry Limo

Baringo County Government has 
signed Memoranda of understand-
ing on the development of Coffee 
value chain with two leading Korean 
firms, Good Beans Limited and Bo-
sung Company.
The agreement which is expected to 
be at the tune of an estimated USD 
1 million targets to establish a cof-
fee processing and packaging plant 
within the county complete with a 
Coffee Business Information Centre 
that will support the partnership’s 
plans to market finished coffee prod-
ucts to the global market.
An earlier USD 1 million MoU signed 
with Koreas World Best Friend (WBF) 
and Korea International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA) has seen the ongo-
ing implementation of coffee indus-
try revival programmes including 
training and distribution of seedlings 
to farmers in coffee growing areas to 
build their capacity to increase pro-
duction to support a planned a KShs 
50 million coffee milling plant.

Speaking during the signing ceremo-
ny in Suwon city in Korea, Baringo 
County Governor Benjamin Cheboi, 
said the relationship between Korea 
and Baringo has grown steadily over 
four years and he was now keen on 
bringing on board more investors 
from the Asian nation.
“We have had good development 
progress based on the different mem-
oranda that we signed with our Ko-
rean partners over the last three years 

and which we now need to broaden 
for the mutual benefit of the people 
of Baringo and Korea,” said Cheboi.
He added that this MoU will consol-
idate previous coffee production and 
milling agreement into a complete 
value chain development solution 
and establish continuous engage-
ments for the improvement of coffee 
sub sector.
The county boss called upon CEOs 
and top managers of various ICT, 

education, Construction and Engi-
neering firms in Korea to forge close 
working ties with other companies 
that could potentially invest in Bar-
ingo.
The President of World Best Friend, 
a Korean NGO based in Seoul, Youl 
Hak Sung said Korean people will 
continue to engage in cooperation 
that will see accelerated develop-
ment of Baringo and other parts of 
Kenya.
“We hope that the growth of our 
relationship will impact positively 
on the speed of development and 
change the socioeconomic standards 
of the people of Baringo,”he said.
Baringo County and Korea have 
since 2013 enjoyed a close develop-
ment oriented relationship in ICT 
and Agribusiness sectors which has 
seen the establishment of an ICT cen-
tre in Kabarnet, distribution of more 
than 150 computers to secondary 
schools and vocational training cen-
ters and the revival of coffee farming 
and support in the dairy sub sector. 

County chief woes more Korean investors
ByBarry Limo

CEOs of leading Korean firms after an MoU signing session with the 
governor.
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The devolution journey tered considerable tangible success in 
ensuring food security, fostering peace-
ful coexistence among feuding commu-
nities, the establishment of infrastructure 
across all sectors, and indeed sustainable 
development in all spheres in Baringo.
I want to commend our residents for 
co-existing peacefully and turning our 
land into a resilient and vibrant county. 
For the interventions that we have initi-
ated in the county to contribute to mean-
ingful alleviation of poverty and propel 
the county to great development strides, 
we must continue to be peace ambassa-
dors.
I call upon our residents to play their con-
stitutional role of citizen participation all 
the way as government implements the county’s development agenda. Our 
public participation fora held in various parts of our county are important in 
charting the way for your respective localities. It is also equally important to 
actively participate in project implementation as officials and members man-
agement committees to give citizen oversight in government quest to deliver 
quality services that add value to the lives of wananchi.

H.E. Hon. Eng. Mathew 
Tuitoek,
Deputy Governor

Following heavy rains in many parts of 
the County, Baringo County Deputy 
Governor Mathew Tuitoek has called on 

residents of floods and landslide prone areas 
in the county to be vigilant and be prepared to 
move to safe grounds well in advance to avert 
loss of life and property.
This comes as torrential rains continue to 
pound the country with Baringo, a county sus-
ceptible for rain related disasters, recording 
above normal rainfall.
Tuitoek advised the residents of landslide 
prone areas of Sacho, Tenges, Sirwo, Kibijos, 
Kapropita, Talai and Sumeiyan to be vigilant 
so as to identify early warning signs of im-
pending earth slides which include among oth-
ers soil moving away from foundations, crack-
ing of concrete walls and floors, sunken road 
beds, trees falling and leaning electricity poles.
Citing the areas of Salabani, Ngambo, Kampi 
ya Samaki, Kiserian, Mogotio and Kapchelu-
guny which are flood prone, the Governor cau-
tioned residents to be alert for rising water lev-
els as the wet season activity gears up.
“Residents living near rivers should be careful 
and ensure their animals are kept well away 
from river-banks,” The deputy Governor add-
ed, and called on farmers to take advantage 
of the rains to plant fast maturing indigenous 
food crops so as to continue reinforcing the 
prevailing food security in Baringo.
The County boss urged motorists and road us-
ers to be extra careful during the rainy season 
and called upon members of the public to re-
port any signs and occurrences to the authori-
ties for immediate action.
He added that he had directed his administra-
tors to be on the look out and to offer assis-
tance to the public in case of emergencies.
v

Deputy Gov-
ernor on vigi-
lance in disas-
ter prone areas
By Naomi Kiptoo

Baringo County deputy 
governor Eng. Mathew 
Tuitoek has called upon 

departments concerned with 
land issues to come together in 
addressing root causes of land 
degradation and insecurity in 
the dry land areas of the county.

Speaking during the interna-
tional dialogue on land and 
security held at rift hills resort 
kabarnet, the deputy governor 
said, for holistic solutions to be 
achieved in these regions, root 
causes of land degradation and 
insecurity should be addressed 
in an amicable manner.
“Land is an important and high-
ly contested resource, therefore 
the rehabilitation of degraded 
land offers an immense oppor-

tunity for improving food security, 
water security as well as generating 
employment opportunities.” Noted 
Tuitoek.

National lands commission 
chairman Mohammed Swazzuri 
issued an ultimatum to persons 
who are alleged to have grabbed 
public land to surrender and quit 
or be forcefully evicted from it. 
“Land grabbing has become 
rampant in Baringo County and 
if the culprits do no surrender, 
then they should be ready to face 
the law” said Swazzuri.
He further urged Baringo resi-
dents to ensure they forward any 
pending issue on land, especially 
conflict on boarder lines. 
the forum brough together rep-
resentatives from Laikipia, El-
geyo-Marakwet and West Pokot 
counties.

Deputy Governor calls for solutions 
on root causes of land insecurity

By Camilus Kipkor “Land is an important and highly contested re-
source in Baringo County” Deputy Governor

Mohamed Swazzuri during the 
international dialogue on land and 
security held at Kabarnet, Baringo 
County

1. Deputy Governor presents desks to 
Nachurur primary school in Tiaty sub 
county.
2. A farmer recieves fishpond underlin-
ers.

Deputy Governor re-
leases fingerlings into 
Chemususu dam.

Deputy 
Governor 
hands over 
pasture 
seeds to 
a farmer 
at kaba-
sis,Barin-
go central. 

1.

2.
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Section Description Quantity and Amount
Referral Referral Hospital(Ka-

barnet)
Upgraded to level 
5 hospital(Renal 
Unit,CT Scan,Re-
furbished wards 
and  maternity 
wing)

Level iv
Hospitals

E/Ravine,
 Kabartonjo,
 Marigat,
 Chemolingot)
Mogotio-Ongoing

32 bed maternity, 
new lab, refur-
bished wards
Twin theatre,-
improvement of 
infrastuture.
Maternity wing, 
pediatric ward, 
male ward
 Theatre, materni-
ty wing, lab
Complete hospital 
put up at mogo-
tio,

Health centres
Dispensaries

27
184

Human Re-
source

Employment of new 
staff

(117 )6 Consul-
tants 10 doc-
tors,83Nurses& 
Clinical officers 
and  18 lab tech-
nicians

Drugs Purchased drugs Ksh300Million 
each year

A healthy county is a 
productive county. In 
order to accord high 

quality and reliable health 
and therefore improved pro-
ductivity for its residents, 
Baringo County Government 
has since 2013 invested heav-
ily on health sector. 
Kabarnet Referral hospital 
is being upgraded to level 
5, complete with renal unit 
and CT scan, new X-Ray unit 
and oxygen plant. Maternity 
and general wards have also 
been refurbished in order to 
accommodate more patients. 
Eldama Ravine hospital hosts 
a new 32 bed capacity mod-
ern maternity built curtsey of 

partnership of Baringo County Gov-
ernment and Waitrose Foundation.
Infrastructure development is key 
to the provision of services in our 
hospitals. We have established new 
health facilities especially in the far 
flung remote areas of our expansive 
county, renovating and upgrading 
existing ones and the construction 
of staff quarters in health centers 
across the county. For instance, a 
complete sub-county hospital is 
under construction in Mogotio and 
Nakoko dispensary in Tiaty is now 
operational. 
It is gratifying to note that there are 
22 operation- al ambulances across 
the county which has assisted in 
referrals and response to emergen-
cies. In addition, more than 175 dis-
pensaries and 28 health centers are 

Hon. Dr. Andrew 
Kwonyike,CEC

Summary of activities 
in the department

operational the county. This has sig-
nificantly improved access to medical 
services. Also, 117 medical personnel 
including 6 consultants, 83 nurses 
& clinical officers,18 lab technicians 
and 10 doctors have been recruited 
and more will be recruited during the 
next FY to alleviate the challenge of 
staff shortages. 
Further, 839 health workers have 
been promoted in the county. We 
have been spending Kshs. 150 mil-
lion annually in the procurement of 
medicines and non-pharmaceuticals 
which are supplied to Baringo health 
facilities in a timely manner to elim-
inate out of stock cases. These inter-
ventions have seen tremendous im-
provement in access to high quality 
reliable and affordable health care 
services in Baringo County.

“It is 
gratifying 

to note 
that there 
are 22 op-
eration- al 
ambulanc-
es across 

the county 
which has 
assisted in 

referrals 
and re-

sponse to 
emergen-

cies,” CEC

Baringo County Gover-
nor Benjamin Cheboi 
has dispelled reports 

that have recently appeared 
in some sections of the me-
dia, over alleged dysfunc-
tion of the county Referral 
Hospital.
Addressing Sachang’wan 
residents in Mogotio Ward 
during a church fundrais-
ing, Governor Cheboi said 
the facility has been the fo-
cus of upgrade and develop-
ment.
“I want to ask anyone who 
wants to get the true picture 
of the hospital to visit the fa-
cility and see the extraordi-
nary services being offered. 
It is wrong to make false al-
legations,” said Cheboi.
He faulted the reports say-
ing health care has been a 
priority in his government 
adding that a few adminis-
trative challenges will not 
in any way hamper services 
delivery to the public.
He said the few challenges 
should not be used to paint 
a dire situation at the Refer-
ral Hospital in Kabarnet. 
“We have invested massive-
ly in our hospitals and much 
progress has been achieved 
both in the establishment 
of infrastructure and hiring 
of doctors and other health 

care services staff across the 
county. The few administra-
tive issues that arose have 
been addressed adequately 
and Baringo Referral Hos-
pital is offering high quality 
reliable and affordable med-
ical care,” said Cheboi.
The county boss pointed 
out that health care services 
across the county have been 
very smooth with residents 
enjoying improved medical 
care since devolution. 
Since devolution,Baringo 
County health sector has 
been a success story as resi-

dents are now able to ac-
cess services from within 
their locality through the 
numerous health facili-
ties that the County has 
initiated across the coun-
ty.  
He further revealed that 
the construction of a new 
5 bed capacity Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU), at the 
referral facility, is ongo-
ing with a new radiolo-
gist expected to report 
soon to operationalise an 
already installed CT scan 
machine in the hospital.  

Baringo County Referral Hospital 
operating well, Governor Cheboi 
assures residents
By Camilus Kipkor

Front view of Baringo County Referral Hos-
pital in Kabarnet. The facility has recieved 
tremendous facelift to facilitate sustainable 
health services.

“Since devolu-
tion,Baringo 

County health 
sector has been 
a success sto-
ry as residents 
are now able to 
access services 

from within 
their locality, 

CEC 
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The equipping and in-
frastructure upgrade 
of Baringo County 

Referral Hospital in Kabar-
net has drastically reduced 
the need to refer patients 
from the facility to National 
Referral Hospitals.
 A visit to the Hospital re-
vealed that the referral hos-
pital has undergone signifi-
cant infrastructure facelifts 
and equipping in what the 
county government say are 
efforts towards upgrading it 

into a level 5 facilities.
Baringo Health Services 
Department Acting Chief 
Officer(CO) Richard Koech 
said the facility upgrade 
undertaken by the county 
government with assistance 
from Austrian based Vamed 
Company has seen major 
improvements through ma-
jor infrastructure renova-
tions, the acquisition of state 
of the art medical equipment 
and the availability of drugs 
and non pharmaceuticals.
“We already have a new dig-

ital XRay machine working; 
a new ultra sound machine, 
a new Kshs 36 million CT 
scan machine offering ser-
vices to patients, a mammo-
gram and an orthopantomo-
gram. 
We have renovated and re-
modeled some of our build-
ings to facilitate the use of 
these important machines 
by our medics in addition 
to establishing an already 
functional modern Central 
Sterilizing and Supply De-
partment, “said Koech

Kabarnet Referral Hospital gets significant facelifts

To further improve on de-
livery of services by our 
medics, we have finalized 
the promotion of 839 health 
personnel of different cad-
res,353, being nurses as well 

as availability of ambulanc-
es in every sub county to 
facilitate timely emergency 
response. 

By Camilus Kipkor

Department’s  pictorial

Barsemoi Maternity wing in Barngo South 
Sub-county. 

Kiboino dispensary staff house in Baringo 
Central sub-county.

Poi Maternity wing in Baringo North 
Sub-County.

Akoroyan Dispensary in Tiaty Sub 
county.

Toniok dispensary in Eldama Ravine 
sub county.

Ongoing Emining theatre in Mogotio 
Sub-county.
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Agriculture and Livestock for wealth creation

Section Description Quantity and Amount
Farm Inputs Drip Irrigation kits for 

demonstration to farmers
20 Tractors to subsidize 
ploughing prices
Green Houses for demon-
stration 
Subsidized fertilizer

50 units given out

1536 acres of land ploughed 

31 units given to groups

60,810 Kgs issued to farmers

Animal Improve-
ment

Pedigree bulls
Galla goats
Dorper sheep
Cockerel upgrading

39 distributed
190 distributed
153 distributed
4206 distributed

Value Addition Milk coolers
Hay stores
Apiculture

14 coolers installed
10 constructed
147,495 beehives colonized

Disease Control 252 Cattle dips and 1440 
cubic litres of acaricides 
supplied 
Vaccination drives 
launched

673,629 animals accessing 
dipping services

500,862 animals vaccinated 
against ECF,RVF,FNM,CCPP 
&PPR
A drop in disease occurrence 
by 40% from 20 reported cas-
es of disease occurrence to 12 
cases annually

Extension services 33 AI kits and Nitrogen 
semen subsidy programme 
done

51130 farmers  reached   in 
agriculture, veterinary, live-
stock and fisheries services

Hon. Caroline Tenges,
County Executive 

Livestock keeping and 
crop farming are the 
main economic back-

bone of Baringo County. Be-
ing home to more 2 million 
livestock, a lot of emphasis is 
laid on this sector as a spring 
board towards economic 
empowerment. 
Being a largely semi arid 
area, the county government 
has put lots of emphasis on 

irrigation as opposed to reliance on rainfall 
for crop production. This is characterized by 
establishment of over 3000 acres of irrigated 
land in 13 irrigation schemes where farmers 
grow cereals, fruits and vegetables in Ng’en-
yin, Emining, ketiptergek,Rebeko, Mukuyuni, 
Kapkelewa  and other schemes. 
To eradicate diseases occasioned by thick in-
fection to livestock, the County government 
of Baringo has constructed more than 70 cattle 
cattle dips and 182 rehabilitated and also 1440 
litres of acarricides given across the Coun-
ty.  Over 300 000 livestock vaccinated against 
ECF, Foot and Mouth and Rift Valley Fever 
(RVF). 
Farmers have an easy time preparing for 
planting season using 20 tractors acquired by 
the county. Last year, 1536 acres of land was 
ploughed using the tractors by farmers across 
the county at a subsidized cost. Furthermore, 
31 green houses have been issued and more 

than 60,810 kg of fertilizer distributed to 
farmers to boost crop yields. 
To improve animal breeds for better produc-
tion, 79 heifers, 39 pedigree bulls,190 galla 
goats,153 dorper sheep and 4,206 cockerels 
have been handed over to farmers across 
the County. For maximum benefits to be de-
rived from farming activities, value addition 
is essential. In this regard, the County has 
supplied 14 milk coolers to dairy farmers in 
cooperatives, constructed 10 hay stores for 
pasture storage, availed 31 AI kits and Nitro-
gen semen containers to farmers.  
In apiculture, 14,495 beehives have been giv-
en out to farmers to boost honey production. 
Support to fish farmers through the provi-
sion of pond liners, fingerlings and fish feed 
is going on as well. At least 51,130 farmers 
have been reached with agricultural exten-
sion services.

“Farmers have an easy time 
preparing for planting season 
using 20 tractors acquired by 
the county,” CEC

Fruit farming in Baringo is set to 
improve after the County govern-
ment embarked on a programme 

with a view to improve the sector. The 
objective is to increase the production 
of fruits as a source of nutrition, job cre-
ation and environmental conservation.
Speaking to Baringo Today at his of-
fice, the chief officer agriculture Julius 
Mwoliot said the department has al-

ready supplied 58,200 seedlings of assorted 
fruits including pawpaw, mangoes, macada-
mia and bananas worth Ksh 4.8 million.
Due to high demand for fruits in the coun-
ty and beyond, the department has so far put 
800 ha of land under fruits and projects to 
achieve 4000 ha under fruits by 2017.
It is worth noting that the farmers have em-
braced the idea and the fruits supplied to them 
have had a 70%-80% survival rate meaning 
in the next few years, there will be plenty of 
fruits and there will be a need for a process-
ing plant for value addition.  

Fruits for better 
Nutrition

Farmers at Ketiptergek irrigation Scheme attend to their 
crops. They earn almost Ksh300,000 per harvest.

Some of the tractors bought by the county government. 
The  machinery has subsidized the cost of tiling the land.

Governor 
Cheboi in-
spects a mango 
farm in Poi, 
Baringo North 
sub-County. 
the county is 
working  to 
ensure Baringo 
becomes a hub 
for fruits and 
other agricul-
tural products

By Rose Tallam
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Baringo Coffee farm-
ers to earn Ksh1.2 
Billion in the next 
three years

Baringo county government has em-
barked on a massive production of 
coffee as a means to boost income to 

farmers across the county. In the next three 
years, 2000 ha of coffee plantation will have 
been achieved from the current 896 ha.
To achieve this, already 110 kg of coffee seeds 
and 110, 000 seedlings worth ksh3 million 
have been supplied to farmers across the 
county at highly subsidized prices on a buy 
one get one arrangement. By 2016, more than 
1500 ha of coffee plantation will have been 
realized translating to about 2 million coffee 
bushes.
‘’Baringo is famous for livestock and honey, 
but it also produces the best coffee which 
blends well with other coffee from across the 
globe’’Baringo County governor Benjamin 
cheboi.
According to Caroline Lentupuru, the county 
executive committee for Agriculture, farmers 
have been supplied with Batian variety of 
coffee which matures very fast between 2-3 
years, resistant to diseases, has higher yield-
ing capacity and is self pruning thus reliable 
for farmers to record progress at the end of 
every harvest.  
Through extension services provided to 
farmers by field officers, the production per 
coffee tree is expected to increase from the 
current 5kg to an average of 12 kg per har-
vest as farmers will be taken through better 
ways of producing, processing, milling and 
marketing of coffee which will in the end 
yield high quality coffee therefore fetch high 
market prices.
At the end of the coffee revitalization project 

by the county government, farmers in Barin-
go will be earning more than Ksh1.2 billion 
when they achieve the projected production 
3200 tons of clean coffee.
Also, coffee farmers in Baringo have formed 
an umbrella cooperative union (Baringo 
County Cooperative) to assists farmers mar-
ket their agricultural products and eliminate 
middle men who swindle them of their hard 
earned cash.
“To further reform the sector, the County 
government has partnered with World Best 
Friend (WBF) a Korean based organization 
to establish 100 model farms across the cof-
fee growing zones. The identified farmers 
were supplied with farm inputs worth USD 
20,000(Ksh 1.8 millon) for improvement of 

coffee production,” Said Lentupuru.
In addition, the partnership has seen farmers 
in Baringo get two hand pulpers worth ksh2 
million as well as sourcing for direct market 
for 13.9 tones of clean coffee worth ksh12, 
million
This year 34 tones of clean coffee worth 
about Ksh30 million will be exported to Ko-
rea through direct sales.In 2015/2016 coffee 
farmers in Baringo are expected to earn more 
than Ksh 49 million from direct sales to korea 
coffee auction.
The CEC added that through the partnership 
with Korean government, a 100 million cof-
fee mill will be established in Baringo Coun-
ty. The mill will be capable of processing 600 
tons of coffee per hour.

‘’Baringo 
is famous 
for live-

stock and 
honey, but 
it also pro-
duces the 
best cof-
fee which 

blends well 
with other 
coffee from 
across the 

globe’’
Governor 

Cheboi
The coffee 
seedlings 
that were 
distribut-
edto farm-
ers by the 
county gov-
ernment.

Department’s pictorial

1. Milk coolers at Torongo farmers cooperative society.
2. Deputy Governor Eng. Mathew Tuitoek holds 1 day old 
chicks during poultry program launch at Kenya school of 
government, Kabarnet.
3. Hybrid Maize plantation in Sukutek Irrigation scheme.
4. Some of the calves produced through the ongoing AI pro-
gramme.
5. Governor Cheboi test-runs a coffee pulping machine do-
nated by koreans.

By Kendele Limo

5.

1. 3.

4.

2.
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Fixing infrastructure to keep you on the move

Hon. Luka Rotich
County Executive 

Baringo CEC in charge 
of Roads and Infra-
structure, Luka Rotich 

has assured County resi-
dents that his department is 
ready for infrastructure res-
toration in response to dam-
age of roads that may be oc-
casioned by heavy rains that 
have been pounding various 
parts of the country for the 
last one week.
Addressing residents of 
Churo/Amaya Ward in Chu-
ro centre in Tiaty Sub-Coun-
ty when he commissioned  
the upgrade of Churo-Atel-
atin-Amaya to motorable 
standards, the county exec-
utive member said his de-
partment had mobilised and 
was on standby to provide 
solutions to infrastructure 
problems to keep Baringo 
moving.
“We have already respond-
ed successfully to infra-
structure restoration as 
seen in yesterday’s timely 
opening up of Perkera River 

Road infrastructure 
is an enabling factor 
of economic growth 

that remains pivotal in the 
realization of our CIDP. A 
thrive on Tourism, market-
ing of goods, labour mobi-
lization, industrialization, 
mineral and energy ex-
ploitation, agricultural and 
other production activities, 
ride on this factor. 
Baringo County Govern-
ment has therefore directed 
a lot of focus in the develop-
ment of this sector. We have 

since 2013 conquered our 
county’s rugged and expan-
sive terrain and successful-
ly open up, improved and 
maintained 1,589 KMs of 
road network in the entire 
county using equipment, 
contracted, and labor based 
services. 
In order to spur business, at-
tract investors and improve 
the livelihoods of residents 
of our towns, we are keen 
on planning and infrastruc-
tural upgrade of our towns. 
Kabartonjo, Chemolingot, 

Mogotio, Eldama Ravine, 
Marigat and Kabarnet have 
experienced facelift and tar-
making is ongoing as well as 
installation of street lights to 
improve security and allow 
longer business hours. Addi-
tionally Nine (9) footbridges 
have been established in Ko-
isir(Barwesa), Lodio(Tiaty)
Kapkelewa(Sacho ward) Bu-
lioge(Kisanana) and others  
across the county . 
The projects are complete 
and the communities within 
these areas and their live-
stock are safely crossing 
dangerous rivers, gorges 
and accessing basic ameni-
ties such as schools, health 
facilities and grazing land. 
Unnecessary loss of life and 
property when crossing 

these rivers has been elimi-
nated. 
The acquisition of various 
machines and equipment 
worth KShs 130 million in-
cluding 2 dozers, motor 
graders, Tippers, Backhoe, 
wheel loaders  has enabled 
us to carry out road main-
tenance and construction 
works efficiently and in a 
cost effective manner and 
contributed immensely to 
the realization of our suc-
cess in the roads depart-
ment. These initiatives 
have significantly enhanced 
movement of people and 
reduced distances that they 
need to cover to access or 
deliver goods and services 
to and from various parts of 
the County.

“These initia-
tives have signifi-
cantly enhanced 
movement of 
people and re-
duced distances 
that they need to 
cover to access 
or deliver goods 
and services to 
and from vari-
ous parts of the 
County”
CEC

bridge on Marigat-Nakuru 
road,”he said.
The departmental chief not-
ed that roads are important 
to other humanitarian as-
sistance needs that may be 
needed by people in cases of 
water related disaster emer-
gencies.
Rotich added that the Coun-
ty Government has set up 
teams  and partnered with 
other stakeholders like the 

Red Cross and relevant Na-
tional Government depart-
ments to provide necessary 
interventions.
The road which the Coun-
ty Minister commissioned 
links Baringo, Laikipia and 
Samburu counties.
The CEC said the infrastruc-
ture project is expected to 
open up the area for trade 
and socioeconomic prosper-
ity.

County’s infrastructural 
upgrade on course

The newly opened Eitui-Kaplaimoi road in Tenges 
ward, Baringo Central sub county.

Governor Cheboi inspects a road under construc-
tion. The county has prioritised accessibility across 
the entire region.

Kiserian footbridge in Mukutani Ward, Baringo 
South Sub County. The bridge has facilitated safe 
and efficient crossing by locals and livestock.

By Barry Limo

Ongoing road works towards the tarmacking of 
Kipchabei-Posta-Kiptuisang-Skyline Sacco road 
section in Marigat town.



Description Quantity and 
Amount

County Machinery; 2 
Dozzers, 2 Tippers, 2 
Graders, 1 Backhoe, 
1 Prime mover

9 Machines worth 
Ksh 150Million

Footbridges in Koi-
sir, Waseges, Bulioge, 
Lodio, Kapkelewa 
and others
Opening of new 
roads and rehabilita-
tion of old ones

 9 worth Ksh 
45Million

 
1565 KMs

Upgrading of Urban 
roads in sub county-
Headquaters;Kabar-
net, Eldama ravine, 
Mogotio, Marigat.
(Kabartonjo and 
Chemolingot to start 
soon)

6Kms at Ksh 
180Million(Ongo-
ing)

Street  lighting in 
Mogotio, Chemolin-
got, Marigat, Kabar-
net, Kabartonjo and 
Eldama Ravine

104 Poles
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Baringo begins 
tarmacking 
urban roads

Residents in all sub 
county headquarters 
across Baringo County 

will soon enjoy improved liv-
ing conditions following the 
commencement of tarmack-
ing of roads in urban centres 
within the county.
The tarmacking exercise that 
targets Kabarnet, Mogotio,  
Marigat,  Eldama Ravine 
and Kabartonjo has began in 
earnest across all the major 
towns.
Speaking in Kabarnet when 
he launched the tarmacking 
of 1.2 km Kabarnet- Cereals 
Road, Governor Benjamin 

Cheboi said the urban roads 
will open up the towns for 
development and create more 
opportunities which will im-
prove the quality of lives of 
the people. 
Governor Cheboi called on 
investors, especially from the 
locality to venture into real 
estate development and to ex-
plore business opportunities 
to cater for and match the de-

mands of the town’s growing 
population. 
“This is part of our plan to cre-
ate a conducive environment 
for businesses and investment. 
My government is doing its 
part and you must now rise 
and take the challenge of en-
gaging in business and devel-
oping our towns,” said Cheboi.
The county boss also said car-
bro works in the town were al-
ready underway, with the first 
1000 square meters of a section 
of Kabarnet hospital street and 
opposite Kenol Petrol Station 
already complete.  
The three phase project aims 
at carbro paving all Kabarnet 
streets, walkways and parking 
lots within the next two years. 
In a similar exercise in Eldama 
Ravine ,  Governor Cheboi told 
residents of the agriculture 
rich Sub County that the coun-
ty government will give priori-
ty to roads to enable them take 
their produce to markets. 
He expressed his govern-
ment’s commitment in helping 
farmers to upscale production 
ahead of plans for value chain 
development and direct mar-
keting of their farm produce.  
“We will ensure that milk cool-
ers are installed in ever farmers 
cooperatives  so that farmers 
can bulk their milk and enjoy 
better bargaining power ahead 
of the construction of a county 
milk processing plant,” added 
Cheboi.

Baringo County Gover-
nor Benjamin Cheboi, 
on Thursday commis-

sioned a modern Bus park 
in Eldama Ravine Town.
Speaking during the com-
missioning ceremony, 
Governor Cheboi urged 
residents to position them-
selves well in order to take 
advantage of opportunities 
as his administration puts in 
efforts to establish and up-

grade infrastructure.
He said the county has at-
tracted an increasing num-
ber of local and foreign in-
vestors, and called on the 
residents to fully exploit the 
available opportunities.
Governor Cheboi pointed 
out that his administration 
has greatly improved infra-
structure conditions in the 
county creating opportuni-
ties that resident’s should 

take advantage of to prosper 
economically.
“As we put up facilities like 
the Bus Park and Business 
Stalls, enhance availability 
of water, roads and other 
infrastructure, our towns 
will witness increased vi-
brancy in construction and 
business. I urge you to be 
ready and willing to take up 
the opportunities that come 
with this progress,” said 
Cheboi.
The county chief said the 

Governor Cheboi commissions a modern 
bus park in Eldama Ravine 

commencement of Chemu-
susu water treatment and 
supply works, which will 
also see the establishment of 
an integrated sewerage sys-
tem in Eldama Ravine town, 
will greatly boost the water 
supply in the area.
The County Treasury and 
Economic Planning CEC, 
Geofrey Bartenge called on 
project management com-
mittees to fully acquaint 
themselves with project de-
tails so that they can ensure 

projects are implemented as 
per the plans.
“As we strive to give you val-
ue for money, those charged 
with representing the com-
munity in project implemen-
tation should know exactly 
what the scope of works is. 
This will assist us to deliv-
er quality in the shortest 
time,”he said.
Area MCA Douglas Kiplimo 
called on the Government to 
speedily issue title deeds in 
Eldama Ravine in order to 
fast track development in 
the town. 
He said land grabbing has 
previously been rampant in 
the town and therefore care 
should be taken to ensure 
the land is allotted to resi-
dents fairly.
“We must ensure that ben-
eficiaries of irregular land 
allocation are locked out for 
the sake of fairness. We want 
even our youth to be owners 
of land,”said Kiplimo

An aerial view of  the newly opened Eldama Ravine 
Bus park. 

“This is part of our 
plan to create a 
conducive environ-
ment for businesses 
and investment

Summary of achievements

Mosque-County offices road in Eldama Ravine
By Barry Limo
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Increasing water coverage & expanding irrigated 
agriculture

Description Quantity and Amount
Water Pans
Irrigation Schemes with over 300 
acres f land covered
New boreholes drilled
piping works

23
12

199
Ksh60Million

Baringo County Gov-
ernment’s approach 
to the improvement 

of access-to-water solutions 
is multipronged. Our water 
projects target to reduce dis-
tances that our people cover 
to get clean water, provide 
sufficient quantities for do-
mestic use and enough to ad-
equately water our livestock 
within their localities.
Wherever possible, we strive 
to harness water sources to 
surpass this and provide wa-
ter for irrigation and indus-
trial use.
Since 2013,over 200 water 
supply projects have been 
rolled out, among them 15 
government funded bore-
holes, 100 gravity systems, 
23 water pans, rehabilitation 
of 61 existing water supply 

schemes, and pipeline extensions for wa-
ter projects in 30 wards. These has result-
ed to increase of access to water from 35% 
to over 60%,as over 400,000 residents and 
their livestock are accessing this precious 
commodity. This translates to an estimat-
ed population of 400,000 people getting 
water.  
With the expected completion of second 
Phases of Kirandich and Chemususu 
(handed over to the County Government 
by H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta recent-
ly) dams, we expect access-to-water levels 
to surpass the 80% mark. Each of the two 
dams has the capacity to supply enough 
water to support industrial investments in 
the county. 
With support worth KShs 1.3 billion from 
Japan Government through JICA, we are 
sinking an additional 100 boreholes which 
we expect to be fully operational by the 
end of 2016.
Good progress is therefore being wit-
nessed in ensuring Baringo communities, 

our various institutions and trading centers are 
supplied with clean water. 
The implementation of 13 irrigation scheme 
projects in the last three years has increased land 
under irrigation by over 2,000 acres. A number 
of schemes developed have been the target for 
expansion as second and third phases with the 
intention of realizing additional 3000 acres cov-
erage of land under irrigation. This will bring 
the total land under irrigation to 10,070 acres 
and place us well on the path to not only being 
food secure, but also to being a surplus food 
producing county.

Hon. Job Tomno
CEC

“Since 
2013,over 200 
water supply 
projects have 
been rolled out, 
CEC

Water is an essential 
commodity that 
supports many 

livelihoods. The absence of 
it makes life unbearable and 
tormenting to residents. It is 
against this background that 
Baringo County Govern-
ment under the able leader-
ship of Governor Benjamin 
Cheboi has put lots of em-
phasis on provision of safe 
drinking water to all the res-
idents and livestock of Bar-
ingo.
These efforts are character-
ized through interventions 
that seek to enhance avail-
ability of water to  reduce 
the distances that people 

County strives to improve access to water

travel in search of the pre-
cious commodity and also 
reduce water borne diseases 
like cholera by ensuring that 
the water people use are safe 
and clean.
The ongoing partnership 
between the County Gov-
ernment and Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation agency 
(JICA) to sink more than 90 

boreholes across the county 
more so in the arid and semi 
arid parts of the county will 
see water coverage in the 
county increase significant-
ly.
Furthermore, construction 
of irrigation infrastructure 
through creation of water 
intakes, canal lining, con-
veyance extension, and con-

struction of on-farm struc-
tures has brought about 
increased food security as 
well as economic empower-
ment through commercial-
ized production.  
Also, the construction of 
new water supplies intake 
weirs and pipeline installa-
tions as well as rehabilitation 
and extension of existing 
water supply and drilling 

and equipping of bore holes 
has halved the distances res-
idents travel to fetch water 
from 5 km per day to 2.5 km 
per day.
These interventions has re-
sulted to increase of water 
coverage in the County from 
34.7% in 2013,to the current 
57.3% with a projection of 
more than 70% water cover-
age by 2017.

“These interventions 
have resulted to 
increase of water 

coverage in the County 
from 34.7% in 2013,to 

the current 57.3%

By Kendele Limo

Livestock at Naipen water pan in Saimo soi 
ward, Baringo North sub county.

A local witnesses water splashing out from 
Bon bon borehole in Tiaty sub county.



11Baringo Today seventh edition

More than 300 households 
displaced by  rampant 
cattle rustling in Baringo 

South Sub-County last year gets 
a boost after the county govern-
ment and Non State organizations 
launched a Sh5million irrigation 
scheme in a bid to provide alterna-
tive livelihood to pastoralists who 
had lost their livestock.
The Embosos irrigation scheme was 
started by the National Drought
Management Authority (NDMA) to-
gether with World Food Programme 
(WFP),World Vision Kenya as a pi-
lot project in the area to boost food
insecurity and support the dis-
placed people.
Life is coming to the area with busi-
nesses including butcheries and
shops operating which was not the 
norm until early this year where the
residents had fled the area fearing 
for their lives due to runaway
insecurity.
Speaking during the launch of 
the project, Baringo deputy gov-
ernor Mathew Tuitoek noted that 
they will work towards increasing 
the acreage of Perkerra irrigation 
schemes and others in the county 
from the initial 5,000 acres to more 
than 20,000 to boost food security in 
this county and beyond.
According to the deputy governor 
Mathew Tuitoek, the project will

support to end drought emergency 
strategies and sustain community 
food security.
“Resilience building is a collective 
responsibility for all and as a county 
we are devoted towards enhancing 
community drought resilience,”said 
Tuitoek.
The residents led by Salina Sote 
lauded the project noting that they
have lagged behind in development 
due to rampant cattle rustling and
they have now resorted to farming.

Women in the area said that they 
have borne the full brunt of the
perennial cases of conflicts and ex-
pressed optimism that the issue was
being addressed at last.
“Our children have dropped out of 
school and husbands killed follow-
ing the conflicts. We’ve been walk-
ing long distances in search of water
and we laud the county government 
for the project,” said Sote.
The government was also asked to 
open up the area by setting up more
schools bringing children from the 
two communities and drill dams to
avoid conflict for scarce resources 
especially during the dry spell.
The farmers have started with plant-
ing cow-peas and they hope after
harvesting they will plant maize, 
millet and beans.

The NDMA county co-coordinator 
Mr Hussein Jirma said that their aim 
of starting the project is to boost food 
insecurity in the area and also
to enable the residents venture into 
farming rather than depending on
pastoralism  which was a major 
source of rampant cattle rustling and
banditry in the area.
Speaking in Arabal after inspecting 
the project, Director World Vision
Dickens Thunde appealed to the res-
idents to take advantage of the
irrigation scheme which will help 
them transform their lives.
The county has so far completed 12 
irrrigation schemes across the coun-
ty 

Baringo County 
empowers Pasto-
ralists to venture 
into farming

“Resilience 
building is a 

collective re-
sponsibility for 

all and as a
county we are 

devoted to-
wards enhanc-
ing community 
drought resil-

ience
Deputy Gover-

nor

Above: Farmers attend to their crops at Ketiptergeek irrigation scheme in 
Baringo South sub-county. Below: A farmer waters plants at Emining Irriga-
tion scheme in Mogotio Sub county.

By Camilus Kipkor
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Managing land and housing for wealth creation and 
improved livelihoods

Hon. Edwin riaman-
gura
County executive

Baringo County Gov-
ernment promotes 
the security of land 

through Land ownership 
documentation. The land 
documents for areas that 
had been demarcated but 
not issued with title deeds 
will be delivered in due 
course.
942 title deeds have been 
earmarked for Kewamoi 
and Kapcherebet while 
8,111 have been set for Sala-
wa, Maji Ngege and Morop.
This follows an assurance by 
Governor Benjamin Cheboi 
that his administration will 
hasten the process of land 
adjudication and demarca-

tion in partnership with the 
ministry of lands in order to 
issue land owners with doc-
uments so as to fully utilize 
their resources.

Lands and urban develop-
ment CEC Edwin Riamangura 
has pledged to ensure all land 
owners in Baringo get the rele-
vant documents for them to de-
velop their parcels peacefully. 
Other areas that are set to ben-
efit once demarcation and ad-

County secures 9,053 title deeds for land 
owners

By Kendele Limo

judication process is complete 
include; Kirwok, Kipcherere 
Sogon, Barwessa, Sagasak, 
Konoo,Keturwo, Kaptiriony, 
TungoManach and Tungurur-
wo/Kaplel/Kaplotin.
The importance of having valid 
land documents is enormous.
First, land security tenure is in-
creased and land conflicts are 

minimized. Lands own-
ers can also access credit 
facilities from financial in-
stitutions to develop their 
properties.Furthermore, 
investments opportuni-
ties and increased reve-
nue generation are made 
available more easily.  

Completed Demar-
cation
Kewamoi/Kapcherebet
Salawa
Maji ndege
Morop

Ongoing Demarcation
Kirwok, Kipcherere, So-
gon, Barwesa, Sagasak, 
Konoo, Keturwo, Kaptiri-
ony, Tungo, Tungururwo, 
Kaplel and Kaplotin

“with ti-
tle deeds, 
land se-
curity 

tenure is 
increased 
and land 
conflicts 
are min-
imized” 

Riamangura

The department of lands and urban 
settlement in Baringo County is 
keen to foster the use of land as a 

factor of production to achieve accelerated 
economic growth. In the last three years, 
the department has spearheaded develop-
ment of physical and special plans for var-
ious towns and centers within the County. 
The main objective of preparation of mar-
ket/urban centre development plans is to 
control Major planning challenges facing 
the trading centres such as ; urban sprawl, 
uncontrolled land fragmentation, uncon-
trolled urban development, slum prolif-
eration, land speculation, reduced land 
productivity, lack of land ownership doc-
uments and environmental degradation. 
It also improves the public access to basic 
services such as accessible roads, water, 
markets enabling processing of owner-
ship documents that will increase access 
credit facilities; enhance growth and de-
velopment of centers.
It is gratifying to note that the department 
has facilitated the acquisition of more 

than 10000 title deeds to be handed over 
to land owners by HE, Governor Benja-
min Cheboi.This is a great achievement as 
it will enable land owners to fully utilize 
their parcels of land and also use the own-
ership document to access credit facilities 
and commercialize livestock and crop pro-
duction as well as reduce conflicts associ-
ated with land..Other areas that have been 
adjudicated and demarcated fully will get 
their land documents in due course.
The town development plans for Mogo-
tio, Marigat, Chemolingot and Koloa have 
been approved. Barwessa, Kabartonjo, 
Kipsaraman, Kabel and Emining centres 
are being revised while others are in prog-
ress.
National assembly departmental com-
mittee on lands, housing and urban de-
velopment recently visited Mochongoi to 
collect citizens’views and opinions to de-
gazette Mochongoi forest to pave way for 
settlement of our people. I am informed 
that the report is in the national assembly 
and will be approved anytime soon.

“In the last three 
years, the de-
partment has 

spearheaded devel-
opment of physical 

and special plans for 
various towns and 
centers within the 

County,”CEC
The impor-

tance of 
having valid 

land doc-
uments is 
enormous.
First, land 

security 
tenure is 
increased 
and land 

conflicts are 
minimized.
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The main objective of 
preparation of mar-
ket/urban centre de-

velopment plans is to control 
Major planning challenges 
facing the trading centres 
such as ; urban sprawl, un-
controlled land fragmen-
tation, uncontrolled urban 
development, slum prolif-
eration, land speculation, 
reduced land productivity, 
lack of land ownership doc-
uments and environmental 
degradation.
It also improves the public 
access to basic services such 
as accessible roads, water, 
markets enabling process-
ing of ownership docu-
ments that will increase ac-
cess credit facilities; enhance 
growth and development of 
centres.
In addition, it also provides 
a basis for determining de-
velopment applications on 
extensions of leases, exten-
sion of users and change 
of users. A broad land use 
framework illustrating a co-
ordinated policy of renew-
al and guiding both public 
and private redevelopment 
activities are some of the 
services offered. It also com-
ing up with interventions 
to curb negative urbaniza-

tion characterized by urban 
sprawl, slum development 
and urban decay. Proper 
planning enables the Coun-
ty Government to collect 
land rates. 
It has come out that most 
of the existing plans for ur-
ban areas within Baringo 
County were prepared over 
ten years ago and are now 
outdated, overtaken by cur-
rent developments trends 
prompting the need for their 
revision in order to direct 
growth or expansion, regen-
eration or revitalization of 
the urban area 
Preparation of local phys-
ical development plans 
for Nginyang B , Kiboino, 
Muchukwo,Kituro , Ki-
malel,Kapkelelwa ,Loro-
ro,Cheplambus,Olkokwe 
and Kapkut have been con-
cluded.
Revision of existing local 
physical development plans 
has been conducted in some 
of the areas which include 
Kampi samaki trading cen-
rer ,Timboroa ,Koriema ,Po-
ror and Barwessa.
Moreover, a survey must be 
conducted which will aid in 
maintenance and provision 
of quality cadastral controls 
to all towns/centres for the 

purpose of mapping, ca-
dastral survey for centres/
towns with approved de-
velopment plan, produc-
tion of maps for registration 
and production of titles or 
leases and lastly resolution 
of boundary disputes and 
management of land infor-
mation system.
The main importance of ca-
dastral survey is to enable 
owners to acquire leasehold 
documents. It also enables 
the county government to 
collect land rates which en-
hances revenue collection, 
offers security of tenure to 
the plot/land owners and in-
stitutions and aids the pro-
cess of obtaining ownership 
documents which will en-
able the residents to access 
credit facilities.
In the recent past Cadastral 
survey has progressed in 

approving physical devel-
opment plans for a number 
of areas which include Maji 
Mazuri , Bondeni area (Ka-
barnet), Marigat, Bondeni 
Eldama Ravine and Kabar-
tonjo.
The County Spatial Devel-
opment plan which is a ten 
years (10yrs) broad frame-
work for organizing and dis-
tributing population and ac-
tivities in the County for the 
achievement of both nation-
al and county development 
objectives. Serves the pur-
pose of enabling the county 
government to strengthen 
the coordination of sectoral 
projects and programmes 
and to mitigate duplication 
of efforts and waste of scarce 
resources The main objec-
tives of the plan is to depict 
the spatial dimension of the 
social and economic devel-

opment programmes of the 
county as articulated in the 
integrated county develop-
ment plan.

Baringo County Govern-
ment initiated the prepa-
ration of the plan in two 
phases. Phase I covers three 
sub-Counties i.e. Baringo 
Central, Baringo South and 
Eldama Ravine.The sec-
ond phase covers the other 
three sub-counties i.e. Tiaty, 
Mogotio and Baringo North.

The county spatial plan 
covers the entire area of the 
county measuring approxi-
mately 11,075km2 and com-
prising of Six (6) sub-coun-
ties namely; Mogotio, Tiaty, 
Baringo South, Baringo 
North, Baringo Central and 
Eldama Ravine.

Physical planning 
an impetus for 
economic growth

By BT Correspondent

Installation of street lighting in Chemolingot 
Centre Tiaty Sub-County

One of Boresha Sacco branches. Boresha is a fast growing  micro finance institution 
that has set up base in the planned Barwessa due to its economic potential.

1. Ongoing carbro works in Kabarnet. 2. Jua cali shades 3. Aerial view of Eldama Ra-
vine bus park. 4. Small business stalls in Kabarnet town.

1. 2. 

3. 4. 
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Unlocking County’s Tourism and Entreprise potential 

Hon. Wesley Keitany
County Executive

contribution of the sector to 
our revenue earnings as well 
create more business and job 
opportunities. 
In order to exploit the key 
areas of tourism in the coun-
ty which include the impres-
sively attractive scenic views 
and spectacular wide range 
of international destination 
class products to sample, 
Our interventions as the 
county government in this 
regard have first been geared 
towards conservation efforts 
and the protection of our di-
verse flora and fauna. 
So far, we have spent Kshs 
12 million in funding the 
establishment of 12 wildlife 
and nature conservancies 
including Ruko, Kaptuiya, 
Morop/Tarambas, Ngen-
yin, and Kimngochoch to 
broaden our product base-
and boost our competitive 
advantage as a tourist des-
tination. These conservation 
areas will facilitate sound 

and sustainable management 
of natural resources and help 
in mitigating against poverty 
and conflicts.
The successful restoration of 
Lake Kamnarok at a cost of 
KShs 10 million has seen the re-
juvenation of the surrounding 
biodiversity. Through sustain-
able conservation efforts and 
consultations with all stake-
holders, the area is now set for 
packaging as a tourist hub.
To enable our enterprising 
people to take advantage and 
benefit from the growing tour-
ist numbers, we have set up 
Curio Shops at Lake Baringo 
and Kampi ya Samaki.
Further more, the  refurbishing 
and equipping   Mogotio Tour-
ist Information and Resource 
Center at a cost of Shs 26 mil-
lion in Mogotio, will help us 
in positioning and selling our 
tourist products. 
Our enterprise development 
programmes has seen us train 

various groups on Business 
management skills. We set up 
a revolving fund from which 
Shs 19.8M has already been 
advanced to 247 beneficiaries 
whom we offer continuous sup-
port so that they service their 
loans for the benefit of other Mi-
cro, Small and Medium  
Cooperative Societies are the 
engines that drive our quest to 
assist our farmers to improve 
agricultural production and 
venture into value chain devel-
opment including the setting up 
of Milk, Meat, Honey and Cof-
fee processing plants. We have 
extended support through a co-

operatives’ revolving fund to 
6 cooperative Societies to the 
tune of Shs 17 Million.
11 fresh produce markets have 
been set up at an approximate 
cost of Shs 110 million to fa-
cilitate trade and enable our 
farmers to sell their farm pro-
duce. Additionally, we have 
constructed two Industrial 
Parks/Jua Kali Sheds, one at 
Kabarnet and the other one 
in Eldama Ravine at a cost of 
over 10 million to help our ar-
tisans create wealth and em-
ployment and to encourage 
formal trade that will spur ru-
ral development.

“        Key among 
the tourism 
attractions 

include; the Hot 
springs and 
Geysers in Lake 
Bogoria,” CEC

Baringo County is ex-
pected to register in-
creased number of tour-

ist following flamingo birds 
flying back to Lake Bogoria 
after two months of breeding 
in Lake Natron, Tanzania.
The Lake which is home of fla-
mingo birds estimated to be 
over a million has been with-
out the birds following the 
breeding season which starts 
in the months of February and 
March . After breeding miles 
away in Tanzania, the birds 
in numbers started perching 
back to the Alkaline water 
Lake.
Lake National Game Reserve 
Park Warden James Kimaru 
said that the lake has regis-
tered million of birds flying 
back two weeks ago.  Even 
as the season of internation-
al tourists coming to Kenya 
approaches, Kimaru says the 
reserve is anticipating that 
many tourists will tour the 
lake which also prides of hot 
springs and wildlife animals.
“We had the issue of insecuri-
ty for the past three years but 
Baringo is now safe following 
concerted efforts done by the 

national government and county government. 
We would like to wellcome tourists to visit Bar-
ingo and see its beautiful sceneries. Flamingos 
and the hot springs are back,” asserted Kimaru.
Lake Bogoria Spa Resort General Manager Mrs 
Lydiah Dentewo said the resort has already ex-
perienced an increase in the number of tourist’s 
bookings since last week.

“We have received a lot of bookings 
from international and local tour-
ists who plan to visit during this 
season, “said Dentewo. She further 
said they are getting between 50 
and 200 tourists a day.
With the climatical changes most 
lakes in the county has been flood-
ed, for instance the hot springs at 
lake Bogoria had been submerged 
hence the scenic attraction of the 
geysers was invisible thus denying 
both local and international tourist 
the spectacular view of the lake. 
For years tourist had been riding to 
the place to boil eggs in the geysers 
which exceed 100 degrees boiling 
point, myths of natural healing of 

the springs where one washes 
his/her face to heal body ail-
ments has attributed to influx 
of tourist.
But with the lake subsiding 
geysers are now shooting to 
the height of 7metres with 
millions of flamingos flying 
back to the alkaline lake giv-
ing back the glory of the coun-
ty to its previous position as a 
tourist destination of choice. 
Challenges of Insecurity in the 
county had great impact on 
tourism sector but since lead-
ers from the county led peace 
caravan, security has returned.
Baringo county Executive in 
charge of Tourism Mr Wesley 
Keitany revealed that the tour-
ism is destined to boom as the 
flamingos are retreating back 
to the lake.
“We are experiencing tremen-
dous increase of birds espe-
cially flamingo birds. We are 
optimistic that tourism is go-
ing to flourish as one of our 
best tourism sites gets back its 
glory, “said Keitany.
‘‘I want to urge both local and 
foreign tourist to come and 
eperience the diverse scenic 
views that the county has to 
offer’’Keitany.

Boost for Tourism as Flamingos fly back to Lake Bogoria
By Joshua Chesire

“We have 
received 

a lot of 
bookings 
from inter-
national 
and local 
tourists 
who plan 
to visit 
during this 
season,
Dentewo

Kipkogom/Kapkiamo rocky cliffs

It is undisputed 
that Baringo Coun-
ty has an immense 

potential in tourism. 
We embarked on har-
nessing this potential 
so that we increase the 



15Baringo Today seventh edition

Description Quantity and Amount
Organized and staged 
Baringo Entrepreneurship 
and Expo Summit(BEES), 
Nov 2015
Miss Tourism Pageantry

Market Shades
Support to 9 Conservancies
Support to11 Cooperatives
Construction of Mogotio 
Tourism and Information 
Centre(ongoing)
Construction of Modern 
Honey stalls at Loboi and 
RadadRestoration of Lake 
Kapnarok

Ksh33.4 Billion from 
prospective investments of 
various sectors
Reigning Miss Tourism 
World Africa and Miss 
Tourism Kenya( Miss Jac-
queline Komen)
11
Each at Ksh 1Million
Ksh25Million

Ksh 26Million

4 at Ksh14 Million

Diverse bird species in the county

Cheploch gorge in Kerio Valley

The jewels of Tourism in Baringo

Department’s achievements and projections

Geysers at Lake Bogoria game reserve. The site 
attracts over 3000 tourists earning the county a 
boost in revenue collection.

A cooperative society 
based in Marigat has 
written to the manage-

ment of Kenya Wine Agencies 
limited to allow them utilize 
their factory located in Marigat.
In the letter they wrote, Marigat 
Produce and marketing coop-
erative society wants to process 
its fruits mainly paw paws, to-
matoes, mangoes, and water 
melon which they grow in their 
120 acreage of land.
The society intends to either 
rent the facility from KWAL, 
negotiate to enter into contract 
with other processing compa-
nies, or the cooperative to ac-
quire the facility from Kenya 
Wine Agencies.
According to Baringo County 
department of trade and indus-
trialization chief officer, Sam-
uel Kisa, the society request-
ed the county government for 

funding to enable them acquire 
the facility and that the propos-
al is currently being reviewed.
‘’Our County Development 
Fund provides revolving fund 
to organizations which prove 
to be economically viable and 
have a clear spending plan and 
we provide up to Ksh 1 million 
to eligible groups’’ said Kisa.
The development comes at 
a time when Baringo Coun-
ty Government is focusing in 
value addition for agricultural 
products in order to fetch high-
er market prices.

The reopening of the factory 
will go a long way in creating 
opportunities for local people 
as they are able to get employ-
ment and expand business op-
portunities within Marigat and 
its environs.
In a research conducted by 
Kenya Industrial Research and 
development Institute (KIR-
DI), it was found that paw 
paw seeds are very nutritious 
as well as medicinal and can 
be added to porridge for chil-
dren and can also be used as 
de-wormers.

Marigat farmers express interest to use 
KWAL factory

By Kendele Limo

KWAL 
facto-
ry in 
Marigat

Baringo County has 
used Kshs 12 million 
in funding the es-

tablishment of 12 wildlife 
and nature conservancies to 
boost its comparative com-
petitive advantage as a tour-
ist destination.
Conservancies like Ruko that 
brings together communities 
living in Rugus and Komo-
lion, the county argues, will 
facilitate sound and sustain-
able management of its nat-
ural resources and help in 
mitigating against extreme 
poverty and conflicts.
While officiating the open-
ing of Ruko Conservancy 
offices and handover of a 
conservancy utility vehicle, 
East of Lake Baringo July, 

Baringo Governor Benjamin 
Cheboi said his government 
will continue supporting the 
setting up of conservancies.
“My Government has pio-
neered the creation of a con-
servation fund to support 
communities set up conser-
vation areas. This is contrib-
uting to growth of the tour-
ism industry and I urge our 
people to seize the opportu-
nities that come with it,”said 
Cheboi.
Governor Cheboi added that 
the establishment of North 
Rift Economic Bloc(NOREB) 
will knock out any existing 
jurisdictional and admin-
istrative barriers and allow 
Wananchi to enjoy border-
less-economic engagements, 
the greatest being tourism.
“We must all be acutely 

aware that this will only be 
realized if peace and cohe-
sion and maintained, poach-
ing and wildlife crimes de-
terred and cottage industries 
promoted,”he said.
The County boss commend-
ed Ruko residents drawn are 
mainly from the Ilchamus 
and the Pokot  communities 
for embracing the conser-
vancy idea that has brought 
peace in the area that was 
previously riddled with con-
flict.
Through partnerships Che-
boi said his administration 
will be looking to support 10 
more conservancies spread 
across the county.
The county boss thanked 
partners; Northern Range-
lands Trust and the Kenya 
Wildlife Conservancy Asso-

ciation who have variously 
and jointly greatly contribut-
ed in the mapping, manage-
ment and the streamlining of 
conservancy policy issues.
Ruko Conservancy sits on 
the flat plains on the eastern 
shores of Lake Baringo. The 
amazing landscape is be-
stowed with rich flora and 
fauna and the undulating 
Karau and Korossi hills.
Being a riparian area, it is a 

breeding ground for vari-
ous species of birds and fish, 
most notably tilapia which is 
endemic to Baringo.
The grass plains also host im-
pala, waterbuck, wild pigs, 
warthogs, common zebra 
and ostrich. In 2011, several 
Rothschild’s giraffe (former-
ly the Baringo Giraffe) were 
re-translocated to Ruko, after 
a decade of being absent from 
its original habitat.

Baringo invests in conservancies to 
promote peace and create income
By Barry Limo
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Conservation of the Environment and management 
of Natural Resources for sustainable development

Description Quantity and 
Amount

Distribution of 
Mango seed-
lings to primary 
schools
Distribution of 
Indigenous seed-
lings
Pan dams to 
check run off 
erosion
Resource Map-
ping and Soil 
Erosion feasibili-
ty study

35000 seed-
lings worth 
Ksh 3.5Mil-
lion

60,000 seed-
lings worth 
Ksh3Million

2 in Salawa

3 reports 
generated and 
printed

Hon. Moses Atuko
County Executive

The county government 
endeavors to manage 
the diverse landscapes 

and natural resources in a man-
ner that supports healthy envi-
ronment for economic growth 
and sustainable development. 
Tree planting is an important 
endeavor which contributes to 
environmental conservation.
Baringo County Government 
has successfully implemented 
the school greening program, 
where twenty thousand over 
20,000 mango seedlings and 
ninety five thousand 150,000 
trees seedlings have been 
planted in schools and oth-
er public utilities. Apart from 
contributing significantly to 
food security, these planted 
mangoes are projected to gen-
erate an income of over KShs 
83.5 million to the schools and 
women groups annually, when 
they reach maturity and the 
trees to increase our forest cov-
er significantly.
The department of environ-
ment has developed a model 

tree nursery at Mogotio that aims at prop-
agating seedlings of rare indigenous tree 
species to boost county’s indigenous forest 
cover. The model tree nursery will be used 
as a learning centre for environmental con-
servation efforts.
To address the endemic soil degradation in 
the county, the department of environment 
carried out feasibility study on the status 
of soil erosion in the county that revealed 
massive soil degradation which would 
cost a minimum KES 250Million to restore. 
Works have begun to address this, with 1.5 
KM stretch having been rehabilitated in Ki-
sanana, while another 10Km is on course 
in Salawa /Kipsoit area as determination is 
done in Baringo North, Tiaty and Baring 
South.
On Climate Change issues, wildlife con-
servation and renewable energy initiatives 
are being undertaken by the department 
through human wildlife conflict reduction 
awareness, feasibility study on impact of 
climate change on wildlife in the county, 
Capacity building of the teachers, Commu-
nity Forest Association (CFAs) and Charcoal 
Producers Associations (CPAs) on environ-
mental conservation and training of women 
on climate change and use of energy saving 
Jikos as climate change mitigation and adap-

tation measure.
2000 energy saving Jikos have been supplied 
to at least 10 households in every ward. Our 
vision of being a Green and Clean County is 
well on course.
To attain effective solid waste management, 
the county Government has initiated clean ups 
in urban centers and towns.
We have acquired adequate litter bins for our 
towns and major urban centres within the 
county. In addition, land has been acquired at 
Kewamoi for the relocation of Kabarnet dump 
site. Designs and planning for the establish-
ment of dumping facilities is also on course for 
Emining, Marigat and Eldama Ravine.
A successful County Natural Resource map-
ping exercise was done.  The digital maps of 
the resources are being used in planning by 
the different departments. In this regard, the 
department has issued consent for prospecting 
and mining of Diatomite to Africa Diatomite 
and Chuanshun International Mining Compa-
ny respectively.
Various companies have expressed interest 
in Ruby and mineral prospecting; and invest-
ment in solar and biomass energy production.
“Vision 2030 requires the country to work to-
wards achieving forest cover of 10% of land 
area to ensure sustainable resource use.

“Vision 2030 
requires 
the coun-

try to work 
towards 

achieving 
forest cover 

of 10% of 
land area to 
ensure sus-
tainable re-
source use.

Kimngochoch Royal 
Campsite and Morop 
Tarambas Community 

conservancies in Baringo Coun-
ty are part of the numerous tour-
ists’ attraction sites that make 
the county a tourism hotbed. 
These two conservancies play 
a key role towards the conser-
vation of indigenous trees, rare 
wildlife and historical sites of 
the communities living around 
them.
Kimngochoch Royal Campsite 
which covers an area of five 
acres was started in 1979 by for-
mer president of Kenya Daniel 
Arap Moi. It is used by Elders 
to hold special meetings as they 
believe it to be a sacred place, 
religious people including stu-
dents visit the area for prayers 
as it offers a peaceful environ-
ment. 
It is also home to different wild 
animals particularly baboons, 
monkeys (white Columbus), 
unique birds and rare butterflies. 
According to the Secretary Jo-
seph Songol who thanked the 
county government for support-

ing them financially to secure the place 
by fencing, they will be hiring tents for 
camping and provide catering services for 
tourists.
Like Kimngochoch conservancy, Morop 
is also a sacred land because the commu-
nity living around it said they witnessed 
a rare incident after a family disappeared 
under unclear circumstances.
They narrated that after a heavy downpour, 
the family vanished and it is believed to 
have been taken by the gods known by the 
community as ‘Asis’.
The family which was living on top of the 
hill was survived by their daughter who 
had gone to visit another family.
Pastor Modecai of Full Gospel Churches 

of Kenya (FGCK) Kabarnet Branch who 
is a resident of the area pointed out that 
the conservancy is also utilized by cath-
olic faithful to begin their Easter celebra-
tions and prayers as the hill is deemed 
holy.
The hilltop contains remains of houses 
believed to used by the elders during the 
prayers and sacrifices and a 10 feet Cross 
mounted by the Catholics in 1958 to 
mark the hill as their sacred prayer area.
The elders in the past converged on top 
of the hill in times of need to hold special 
prayers and offer sacrifices to appease 
the gods to spare the community on di-
sasters which it is said to be answered.
The Conservancy Secretary Fred Kandie 

said it was started early 1990’s and 
was officially registered in 2010. 
“We are planning create an animal 
orphanage, provide tents for hire 
and develop the nature trails and 
add more wildlife to attract more 
tourists,” he outlined.
Mathew Kenei, Morop tour guide 
expressed optimism over the fa-
cility saying is a home to several 
wildlife animals especially ante-
lopes, monkeys and leopards and 
a thirty minute hike to get to the 
top of the hill to view the beautiful 
Kerio Valley sceneries.

Communities urged to establish conservancies in order 
to reap tourism opportunities         
By Phoebe Mwende and 
Naomi Kiptoo

Morop/Tarambas 
and Kipngochoch 
conservancies in 
Baringo Central sub 
county.
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Environment, Natural Resourc-
es and Regional Development 
Authorities Cabinet Secretary 

(CS) Prof Judy Wakhungu prom-
ised to with immediate effect start 
the review process of the gazette-
ment of community land in Mukuta-
ni area,Baringo County, into a state 
forest.
The CS had through Gazette Notice 
NO. 1470 of 1st March 2016 set aside 
land approximately 44 kilometers 
North East of Kabarnet measuring 
about13,195.8 hectares and within 
boundary area No. 175/437 as a State 
Forest. 
The move however was met with re-
sistance from a section of locals who 
accused the government of illegally 
hiving off their ancestral land.
Area leaders led by Baringo Gov-

ernor Benjamin Cheboi and Barin-
go South MP Grace Kipchoim dis-
tanced themselves from the notice, 
saying the process leading to the 
gazettement was done without con-
sultations and following proper pro-
cedures.
In a meeting held in Nairobi with 
Governor Benjamin Cheboi and MPs 
Grace Kipchoim(Baringo South) 
Sammy Mwaita(Baringo Central), 
Moses Lessonet(Eldama Ravine) and 
Baringo County Women Represen-
tative Grace Kiptui, Prof Wakhungu 
acknowledged that the gazettement 
process may have not been properly 
informed and as such her ministry 
was ready to start the process of re-
voking the gazette notice.
“It is good that you as Baringo lead-
ers have come forward to bring out 

issues that we may not have been 
privy to previously. We shall now 
begin consultations towards revers-
ing the gazette notice in question 
and carrying out a more inclusive 
process and abide by the wishes of 
the communities residing in Muku-
tani,” Wakhungu Said.
Governor Cheboi had singled out 
the fact that adequate public partic-
ipation was not done and due pro-
cess like involving area leaders, the 
county assembly, other stakeholders 
and interested parties was not fol-
lowed before gazettement. 
While pointing out that the ear-
marked land lies in an area prone to 
intercommunity conflicts and would 
therefore be very emotive, Cheboi 
submitted to the CS that he did not 
believe the annexing of the land rep-
resented the genuine views of the all 

the communities living in Mukutani 
and the affected neighboring areas. 
“The kind of stakeholder involve-
ment that is purported to have been 
done is both narrow and inexhaus-
tive. We as the duly elected leaders 
representing the interests of resi-
dents for example, learnt of the oc-
currence through the gazette notice. 
How can the county government 
which is the legal custodian of public 
land not be involved in the gazette-
ment process?” Posed Cheboi
Area MP Grace Kipchoim said the 
whole gazettement process was 
shrouded in mystery and lack of 
transparency. She wondered how 
the government could annex land 
for a state forest in her constituen-
cy while there are hundreds of in-
ternally displaced persons some of 
whom were displaced from the land 
in question.
“We have been in the process of urg-
ing persons displaced by violence in 
the area to go back to their homes. 
In fact we are busy working with rel-
evant government to facilitate their 
resettlement. How then can it be that 
another department of government 
wants to take the same land and 
make it a state forest?” Kipchoim 
wondered.
The legislator informed the CS that 
the attendance lists that were used 
as prove of public participation were 
not genuine as no meetings had been 
held in her constituency to deliber-
ate the issue of converting public 
land into a forest. 
Eldama Ravine MP Moses Lessonet 
advised the CS to consider revok-
ing the Gazette notice as opposed to 
sending the matter to parliament for 
degazettement saying the former, 
if it will be doable, would be much 
faster and would pave way for a 
much more structured and inclusive 
process for the stakeholders in the 
matter sooner.

Baringo leaders hold talks with CS 
on gazettement of Mukutani com-
munity land  

‘‘We shall 
now begin 

consul-
tations 
towards 
reversing 

the gazette 
notice in 

question,’’ 
Judy Wa-

hungu

Baringo County department of 
environment in partnership 
with Kenya Dairy Board have 

planted more than 8000 seedlings 
in Ewalel Chap chap ward Baringo 
central Sub County in a bid to con-
serve the environment and increase 
forest cover.
Speaking during the event, Barin-
go County deputy governor eng. 
Mathew Tutoek urged residents to 
ensure they participate in environ-
mental conservation efforts for sus-
tainable development. He added that 
awareness must be raised among the 
people so as to understand the im-
portance of tree planting and other 

conservation initiatives.
On his part, the chief executive of-
ficer Kenya Dairy Board Ms. Mar-
gret Rugut said they are engaged 
in environmental conservation to 
provide future generation to live in 

conducive environment. She urged 
the residents to take environmental 
issues seriously for the sake of devel-
opment.
So far, the County government has 
distributed for planting more than 

300,000 seedlings of different vari-
eties in partnership with KVDA and 
Kagoech Foundation.
In a programme duped greening 
shools, more than 478 public primary 
and secondary institutions have ben-
efitted. In order to make our urban 
centres look attractive, and be able to 
woe investors, more than 1530 tree 
seedlings have been planted in Elda-
ma Ravine,Kabrnet and Mogotio. 
Furthermore, in a   Buy One get one 
initiative for women groups pur-
chasing fruit seedlings which in-
clude mangoes, macademia, and av-
ocadoes whereby 79 women groups 
and 466 households have benefited 
and water and catchment conserva-
tion in springs hill tops and river-
bank protection.

Dairy Board partners with County in environ-
mental conservation

By Rose Tallam and Naomi 
Kiptoo

Governor Cheboi presents a petition on the gazzettement of Mukutani land as 
a forest on behalf of Baringo leaders to  Environment Cabinet Secretary, Judi 
Wakhungu. 
By Barry Limo

Deputy 
Governor 
Mathew 
Tuitoek 
recieves at 
tree seed-
ling as Ken-
ya dairy 
board offi-
cials lookon.
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Building human resource through Education

Hon. Lillian sadalla
County Executive

The take an arid child 
to school initiative 
by I serve Kenya pro-

gramme officially commenced 
on Wednesday the 18th of May 
2016 at the Kenya Institute of 
Education, Kabarnet.
The programme whose main 
partners are The Kenya In-
stitute of Management, Kisii 
University and R-istars clean-
ers aims at raising funds to ed-
ucate children in the arid and 
semi arid areas within Baringo 
County. 
Speaking while commis-
sioning the exercise, Wesley 
Kiprop, the director civic ed-
ucation said the initiative will 
benefit a large number of dis-

Take an arid child to school initiative launched in 
Baringo County

By Naomi Kiptoo
advantaged children especial-
ly those from arid areas where 
learning is countered by in-
ability to cater for school fee.
Kiprop further encouraged the 
programme leaders to know 
and follow the correct proce-
dure whenever they are sourc-
ing money from the county 
government.
The chairman Mr. Oscar An-
drew Chesire to build an edu-
cational institution in the arid 
areas and connect children 
who have access to good ed-
ucation with those in the arid 
areas to encourage them to go 
to school for equality.
According to research con-
ducted by the organization, 

the retention of children in the 
arid areas is at 23% and the 
programme is set to achieve a 
percentage of 90% by 2020.
Those in attendance were Ms. 
Evelyne Tanui, director of 
youth, sports and gender ser-
vices, James Chepkechei the 
director of education and ICT, 
and students from Kabarnet 
Hurth and st. Mary’s Acade-
my.

“The retention 
of children in 
the arid ar-

eas is at 23% 
and the pro-

gramme is set 
to achieve a 

percentage of 
90% by 2020,” 

Kiprop

Baringo county deputy 
governor Eng. Mathew 
Tuitoek flagged off more 

than 450 computers to 47 learn-
ing institutions across the coun-

ty at Elias ICT centre Kabarnet
This makes to 105 the number 
of learning institutions that 
have received computers so far 
in an ongoing partnership be-
tween baringo county govern-
ment and Korean international 
corporation agency (KOICA) 
and World Best Friend.
This initiative is aimed at mak-
ing Baringo learning institu-
tions an ICT hub where learners 
are able to utilize information 
technology.
‘I urge the learning institutions 
that have benefitted from com-
puters to maximize the use of 
computers and form informa-
tion technology clubs to en-
able learners share  experiences 
they have gained over time and 
be innovative and competitive 
on job market’ said the Deputy 
Governor.
The ICT has been  offering free 
computer  training programme 
to learners as well as teachers.

Another 500 
computers for 
Baringo schools 
By Rose Talam

This initiative is 
aimed at making 
Baringo learning 
institutions an 
ICT hub where 

learners are able 
to utilize informa-

tion technology.

The county has since 2013 registered key 
milestones in promoting elementary 
education. 1833 ECDE teachers have 

been hired and deployed across Baringo. Ad-
ditionally 338 new ECDE centers spread out 
in all the 30 wards have been established with 
more being rolled out as the finished ones are 
equipped for learning. These developments 
have seen enrollment in our ECDE centers in-
crease by about 50 percent.
To promote up scaling of enrollment in our 
youth polytechnics, the county has injected re-
sources to give a face lift to these institutions. 4 
workshops and hostels in Kabimoi and Barin-
go youth polytechnics have been established 
while 79 youth polytechnic instructors have 
been empowered through training. Enrolment 

and retention in our youth polytechnics has 
more than doubled. 
In order to help finance basic education and 
ensure that no child of school going age has 
been locked out of school, the county has so 
far disbursed a KES. 90 million as Bursary 
Funds for financing fees for needy students 
in secondary schools, youth polytechnic 
trainees and students in tertiary institutions.
In our ongoing collaboration with World 
Best Friend of Korea, Baringo County Gov-
ernment has established an ICT training 
center in Kabarnet that offers free basic com-
puter training to our youth and the general 
public for free. We have so far distributed 
1165 computers to 101 institutions. 

“We have so 
far distributed 
1165 computers 
to 101 institu-
tions.”CEC

ECDE pupils during a lesson. The educate an 
arid child initiative seeks to increase the child 
retention rate from the current 23% to 90% by 
the year 2020.

1. An ECDE class in session. Enrollment has 
incresed since devolution took effect.
2. Kisanana ECDE, The county has since 2013 
constructed 338 classes to facilitate accessi-
ble and efficient learning to children.
3. Governor Benjamin Cheboi presents one of 
the computers donated to schools to respec-
tive principals. The county has so far donated 
over 1100 computers.

1. 2.

3.
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Description Quantity and Amount
Employment of ECDE Teach-
ers
Construction of ECDE classes
Distribution of Computers to 
101 Secondary schools and 
Polytechnics
Bursary to Secondary schools 
and Polytechnics
ECDE Sub County Coordina-
tors

1833
219 worth Ksh 220Mil-
lion

1165 units-Free
Ksh89Million to date

Department’s achievements

Professionals have been 
called upon to give 
back to the society 

by improving the learning 
conditions in their former 
schools through contribut-
ing towards infrastructure 
development and providing 
mentorship to students.
The call was made by Barin-
go County Governor Benja-
min Cheboi when he led a 
tour by Education PS Belio 
Kipsang who was accompa-
nied by Konza Techo City 
CEO Eng John Tanui to the 

Rift Valley Innovation Cen-
tre in Mwachon, Lembus 
Ward in Eldama Ravine Sub 
County.
The huge ICT innovation 
Centre is a community ini-
tiative established in Mwa-
chon by area professionals 
and alumni of Mwachon 
Primary School led by Eng. 
John Tanui. 
The project has received 
funding and support from 
different partners, friends of 
the community and stake-
holders including Huawei 
IT Company, the county 

Governor Cheboi urges professionals to support their former schools

government and the nation-
al government through CDF 
and Ministry of Education 
among other well wishers.
Governor Cheboi lauded the 
initiators of the Innovation 
Centre saying the move was 
timely, visionary and will 
go a long way in helping the 
region to bridge the digital 
divide. He added that the 
strategic location of the ICT 
centre will make it very use-
ful to the region at large.
“Once this centre is com-
plete, it will be useful for 
our sons and daughters. 

Our neighboring counties 
are near this centre too as we 
are on our boundary with 
other counties and I am sure 
the people of this region will 
benefit from this great re-
source,”said Cheboi.

The County Chief said his 
government had partnered 
with the Korean Govern-
ment through Korean In-
ternational Cooperation 
Agency – KOICA in distrib-
uting computers to second-
ary schools and vocational 
training centers in Baringo. 
He revealed that over 1500 
computers have been issued 
to different institutions in 
the last 3 years with more 
being expected annually.
While urging Dr Belio 
Kipsang to be firm in under-
taking ongoing reforms in 
the education sector, Gov-
ernor Cheboi commended 
the PS for the far reaching 
initiatives saying something 
needed to be done urgently 
to restore the credibility of 
examinations and the Edu-
cation systems in the coun-
try in the wake of cheating 
and other irregularities wit-
nessed in last year’s KCSE 
Examinations.
Dr Kipsang who hand-

ed over a KShs 2 million 
cheque towards the comple-
tion of the ICT Center, said 
his ministry is making good 
progress towards honoring 
the promise by Jubilee ad-
ministration to give laptops 
to class one pupils saying 
now the government is fi-
nalizing the electrification 
of all primary schools in the 
country.
The PS said the laptops 
project has turned out to be 
huge and has brought along 
other mega projects like the 
construction of two comput-
er factories worth billions of 
shillings in the country, one 
in Jomo Kenyatta Universi-
ty and the other one in Moi 
Univeristy’s Rivatex Cam-
pus in Eldoret.
“We have invested massive 
resources towards the dig-
ital literacy project and it 
has prompted has to achieve 
much, much more. It’s no 
longer just laptops for class 
one pupils. A lot of Ken-
yans will benefit in many 
ways like getting access to 
electricity and jobs. We are 
beginning also to work to-
wards ensuring all schools 
have reliable supply of clean 
water,”the PS said.

By Barry Limo

The ICT Innovation centre in Mwachon, Eldama Ravine sub county. 
Governor Cheboi has pledged support to such institutions.

Baringo County Gov-
ernment disbursed 
Kshs 27.6 million in 

bursaries for the financial 
year 2015/16 to secondary 
school students and train-
ees in vocational training 
institutions from the coun-
ty.

Speaking in Kabarnet 
when she presented bur-
sary cheques to heads 

from different institu-
tions in Baringo Central 
Sub County, Education 
and ICT CEC Mrs Lillian 
Sadalla revealed that 
each ward will get Kshs 
920,000.
“Today we have began 
the disbursement of 
Kshs 4.6 million that 
will go to the payment 
of school fees for 560 
beneficiary students 
from Baringo Central 
Sub County as awarded 
by respective Ward Bur-
sary Committees,”said 
Sadala.
While thanking those 
who took part in mak-
ing the process success-
ful and transparent, the 
county minister said 
similar disbursement 
ceremonies will also 
take place in all other 
sub counties.

Baringo disburses Kshs 27.6 
million bursary fund

“We have began the 
disbursement of 
Kshs 4.6 million that 

will go to the payment 
of school fees for 560 
beneficiary students 
Baringo Central

Education and ICT CEC 
Lilian Sadalla during bur-
sary presentation.
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Proper planning and prudence in financial management

Hon. Geoffrey Bartenge
County Executive

Baringo county govern-
ment has allocated the 
lion’s share of Sh 2.024 

billion to the health sector 
in the 2016/2017 fiscal year, 
almost doubling it from sh 
1.34 billion in 2015/16.
In the budget estimates pre-
sented to the County assem-
bly in the budget and appro-
priation bill, Baringo County 
intends to spend Ksh. 5.536 
billion, of which Ksh 4.791 
is equitable share while the 
ksh 300 million is projected 
to be raised through local 
revenue.
while Presenting the bud-
get estimates at the county 
assembly, treasury and eco-
nomic planning County Ex-
ecutive Committee Geofrey 
Bartenge said that they have 
prioritized more funds to 
health, roads, infrastructure,
water, and education respec-
tively as they are the key 
drivers to county’s transfor-
mative agenda.
“In order to realize our aspi-

rations of according quality 
affordable and reliable med-
ical care to our residents, 
about 37% of our resources 
will go towards financing 
the health sector’’ said Bar-
tenge. 
Notable achievements un-
der the health sector in-
clude; Upgrading of
Kabarnet and Eldama ra-
vine level four hospitals to 
level five referral
hospitals, Upgrading of 
three sub-county hospitals 
to level four (Marigat, Ka-
bartonjo, and  Chemolingot) 
and  construction of a new
sub-county health facility in 
Mogotio respectively.
“The supply and installa-
tion of sh 300 million worth 
of medical equipment from 
Austra l ianGovernment 
through VAMED engineer-
ing is currently in progress 
at Kabarnet Hospital.
We have also operation-
alized a all the stalled 67 
health facilities by recruit-
ing and deploying  medical 
personnel, equipping and 
adequately supplying  phar-
maceutical and non-phar-
maceuticals in these facili-
ties,” he added.
According to the CEC, there 
is a continued growth in the 
local revenue from sh201 
million in the 2013/14 finan-

cial to ksh. 249 million in the
2014/15 financial year and  
300 million 2015/16.
“The upward annual trend 
in local revenue collection 
has been attributed to en-
actment of county finance 
act and other related acts, 
acquisition of computerized 
revenue system and im-
provement of internal con-
trol structures,” said  Bar-
tenge.
To improve revenue collec-
tion, the department is im-
plementing a revenue Man-
agement system.

The county government has 
allocated sh 10.2 Million to 
further improve on the sys-
tem In order to address un-
foreseen scenarios
However, The CEC said that 
despite the progress they 
have made over the past 
three years, they still face 
various human socio eco-
nomic
development challenges 
adding that the majority of 
the  youths are unemployed, 
high income inequality exist 
and a  large number of pop-
ulation still lives in poverty.

He said that  a sizeable pro-
portion of the citizens are 
still food insecure and have 
low access to quality health 
care, clean water,  and ener-
gy and education facilities.
“Our County is also facing 
insecurity challenges from 
within and without which 
have resulted in loss of lives 
and livelihoods, disruption 
of learning and slow  project 
implementation.
Revenue collection through 
tourism which is our main 
source of revenue has sig-
nificantly reduced. Al-
though the security is na-
tional government function, 
as a county we have com-
mitted substantial resources 
including time and money, 
to address this menace for 
the last three years
“Though we still have the 
challenge, we are putting in 
place appropriate measures 
to address these shortcom-
ings. 
Other departments which 
got the largest share are 
county assembly sh.603.775 
million, education and ICT 
sh457 million, transport and
infrastructure sh453 million, 
water and irrigation sh403 
million
respectively.

Health sector allocated 34% of the Sh6Billion County Budget

The county government of 
Baringo has embarked on 
an ambitious programme to 
revive the honey production 
sector in the area which has
a big potential with more 
than Sh5 billion projected to 
be generated from the sector 
every year.
Speaking at Chebilat in Ti-
aty sub-County when he do-
nated
more than 100 bee hives and 
300 kilogrammes of fodder 
seeds to farmers, Baringo 

County Governor Benjamin 
Cheboi said that the county
has a big potential in honey 
production but is yet to be 
fully exploited with the coun-
ty currently having more 
than 135,000 beehives
which produces only 579 
tonnes earning the county 
Sh144 million.
“Baringo honey cannot be ri-
valed in any part of the coun-
try. We want to turn around 
the sector by refining and 
re-organize it to have col-

lection points. We want to 
profile our honey to get its 
rightful place. If fully ex-
ploited the sector can go a 
long way in alleviating ef-
fects of perennial droughts,” 
said  Cheboi.
He said that local log bee 
hives used in the county 
currently produce a maxi-
mum of 18 kilograms a sea-
son while the commercial 
hives can produce up to 70 
kilograms in a season.
Cheboi advised farmers to 
form cooperatives in order 
to develop the honey value 
chain and to avoid being 
exploited by unscrupulous 
middlemen.
The governor said that the 
prolonged dry spell was 
sparking conflicts among 
pastoralists due to scramble 
for limited resources and the
donation fodder seeds will 
go a long way in reducing 
such conflicts when farmers 
grow the grass.

“Livestock is the major eco-
nomic mainstay of pasto-
ralists in such areas and the 
government is committed to 
ensuring that the livestock
farmers do not incur losses 
as a result of their livestock 
perishing due lack of pasture 
and water,” said the gover-
nor.
He said that the government 
is rolling out the programme 
in collaboration with the 
Kenya Meat Commission 
(KMC) and other partners
whom he said will keep at 
bay unscrupulous traders 
who have been exploiting 
livestock farmers.
“The county government will 
continue supporting live-
stock productivity through 
initiatives like production of 
vaccines to control livestock 
diseases. New equipment 
will also be procured to trans-
form a state of art bio-secure 
institution producing high 
quality

vaccines,” said Cheboi.
According to the County 
Executive in charge of Agri-
culture Ms Caroline Tenges, 
Baringo North sub-county is 
leading in the county in hon-
ey production with 46,000 bee 
hives followed by Mogotio 
with 32,000 bee hives while 
Tiaty has 16,000 bee hives. 
Eldam-Ravine Sub-County 
has 2,000 hives while Baringo 
South has 15,000 bee hives.
“We want to move from tra-
ditional to commercialization 
of the honey sector and we 
are projecting at marketing 
our honey products both lo-
cally and internationally,” 
said Ms Tenges, adding that 
80 percent of the county was 
favourable for honey produc-
tion.
Baringo County is rich in live-
stock with more than 40 per-
cent of beef products in the 
country originating from the 
county with an estimate of 
over two million livestock.

Baringo County embarks on an ambitious programme to 
upscale the honey production 

By BT Correspondent

Treasury and eeconomic planning CEC poses with the 
budget as the other county officers look on.
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Baringo County stood 
out nationally by at-
taining the highest 

proportion to local revenue 
to its annual revenue target 
at 25.8 per cent according to 
a quarterly report released 
by the Controller of Budget 
earlier this year.
     According to the Control-
ler of Budget, the County 

reached annual revenue col-
lection target of after collect-
ing Kshs 77 million in the 
first three months.
CEC Treasury and Eco-
nomic Planning Geoffrey 
Bartenge attributed this to 
the upgrading of its reve-
nue collection system into 
digital format and capacity 
building of its staff on use of 
the new platform.
This digital revenue collec-

tion and management solu-
tion offered by the Kenya 
Commercial Bank was rigor-
ously selected in a competi-
tive bidding process which 
the Bank outdoing other 
various service providers to 
clinch the deal.
Speaking to Baringo Today 
in his office Bartenge said it 
financial constraints posed a 
challenge in the acquisition 
of the system with his de-

partment placing emphasis 
on its user friendliness and 
the technical knowhow of the 
revenue collection personnel 
who were used to the old in-
efficient system
“We had to find a way of im-
proving our revenue collec-
tion through meeting targets 
and sealing revenue leakages 
by initiating a real time and 
transparent reporting plat-
form, increase accountability 
of the revenue handlers and 
create a structured and infor-
mative way of managing the 
county revenue.” Said Bar-
tenge.
The automatic web-based 
system is known as ZIZI and 
facilitates both online and 
offline revenue collection 
on different platforms with 
a backend reporting system 
where all the data for all the 
system users and the services 
is managed besides real time 
basis reporting.
ZIZI is able to record the 
type, nature, amount of the 
transaction, customer de-
tails, time and location and 
revenue officer effecting the 

transaction and keeps record 
of the transaction which can 
be retrieved in case of a dis-
pute or client demands for a 
duplicate.
The CEC added that it has 
automated all middle level 
hospitals to effectively mon-
itor their progress. Going 
forward the CEC said, the 
County will automate the 
collection of land rates, con-
solidate its data and deliver 
a comprehensive system for 
L. Bogoria National Game 
Reserve that will guarantee 
efficiency, seamlessness in 
collection of revenue from 
various sources and create 
county citizenry portal for 
feedback.
On the commissioning of 
the system, Baringo Coun-
ty Governor Benjamin Che-
boi expressed his pleasure, 
pointing out that the same 
system will  be extended to 
co-operative societies to en-
able farmers utilize the mod-
ern technological solutions to 
easily access of information 
especially on dairy farming.

Baringo tops Nationally in revenue collection

A motorist being attended by a revenue officer at Kabarnet town using an electronic revenue 
gadget. The system has boosted revenue collection. Inset: The headline as it appeared on the 
Standard of 14th Feb,2016.

By Stanley Tonyewo

The culturally diverse 
and vibrant Marigat 
Trading Centre is set 

to be promoted into a town-
ship status. With a teeming 
population of close to 20,000 
people Marigat town is also 
Baringo’s tourist hub ow-
ing to its proximity to Lakes 
Baringo and Bogoria.
This follows the successful 
moving of a motion by Kanu 
Nominated MCA Charles 
Kamuren in accordance to 
Constitution of Kenya pro-
visions under article 174 (d) 
and section 3 (1)(a)(b)(c) and 
10 (1)(2) of the Urban Areas 
and Cities Act. 
The passing of the motion by 
Baringo County Assembly 
and the assent of the bill by 
Governor Benjamin Cheboi 
effectively means Marigat 
Town now joins Kabarnet 
and Eldama Ravine in qual-
ifying for budgetary alloca-
tions for urban development 
that will benefit among oth-
er areas; Infrastructure, Se-
curity, Social amenities and 
Education.
With the onset of devolution 
the Marigat has proven an 
attractive spot for invest-
ment triggering an urgent 
need for upgrade of the ur-
ban centre into a town.  The 
town which is located in 

Marigat Ward in Baringo 
South Sub-County is ap-
proximated to cover an area 
of 12 KM2. It also acts as the 
Sub County Head Quarter 
to Baringo South Sub Coun-
ty and is home to a number 
of state co-operations and 
NGOs.
Favored by its centrality in 
the county and with an Inte-
grated Urban Development 
in place complete with an 
area for future expansion, 
Marigat made it to Town 
status through its demon-

stration of socioeconom-
ic viability. The elevation 
now means it will have the 
capacity to effectively and 
efficiently deliver essential 
services to its residents.
From the population projec-
tions it emerges that Marigat 
Trading Centre is develop-
ing at a comparatively fast-
er rate. The town is already 
attracting many investors 
and has potential for more 
growth. 
The town is also a beneficia-
ry of urban centre road pav-

ing programme alongside 
Eldama Ravine, Kabarnet, 
Mogotio and Kabartonjo 
towns.
The bustling investments 
and business community 
within the town greatly con-
tribute to county revenue 
collection through single 
business permits, plot rents, 
livestock sales, market cess 
among other avenues.
Harmonious coexistence 
amongst communities liv-
ing in the town, has led to 
economic stability enhanced 

by smooth working relation-
ships and seamless imple-
mentation of Government 
policies.
The conferment of Marigat 
to town status has been ap-
proved by both the executive 
and the County Assembly. 
The County Government 
is finalizing the process of 
gazettement of Marigat as a 
town.

Marigat trading center to be upgraded to a town status
By BT Correspondent

An aerial view of Marigat trading centre in Baringo South Sub county.     The area is set to be promot-
ed to gain full township status



22 Baringo Today seventh edition

Empowering youth, women and mainstreaming 
gender issues 

Description Quantity and Amount
Stadiums constructed
High Altitude training 
camp in Ossen and Sirwa
Rehabilitation centres
Disability centres

2
2
1
2
4

Hon. Emily Kibet
County Executive

Culture is a way of life 
of a group of peo-
ple, the behaviors,-

beliefs,values and symbols 
that they all accept. a group 
of people from Eldama ra-
vine led by their chairman 
Mr.Tesot have come togeth-
er to embrace the Tugen 
culture through wrestling. 
Together FORMING THE 
AFRICAN WRESTLING 
CLUB with aims to erad-
icate idleness among the 
youth, bring people togeth-
er, generate income through 
competitions and attracting 
tourists and generally to en-
tertain.
the participants age rang-
es from the age of 20-30 re-
gardless of their gender, so 
far the group has six trained 
wrestlers ,2 men ,2 women 

and 2 girls, among the issues 
addressed were planning of 
current and future activities 
to ensure continuity, setting 
up of rules and regulations 
especially by consulting the 
elders for uniqueness and 
maintenance of Tugen cul-
ture as it’s not a new thing.

While giving their proposal 
at the sports directors office 
office Baringo county, Tessot 
said that the main challenge 
to the club is funding. Lead-
ers present were the direc-
tor of tourism Evans Kandie 
Kipturgo,Director of sports 
Elizabeth Kandie and the di-
rector of culture Maritim.

Embracing culture through 
sport
By Naomi Kiptoo  and 
Rose Tallam

The department of 
youth sports, gender, 
labour and social se-

curity services is in the fore-
front working towards an 
all inclusive society devoid 
of any form of discrimina-
tion based on one’s gender, 
religion, race or ethnicity. 
We have in the last three 
years implemented pro-
grams that aim to uplift 
the economic prospects of 
our youth through capaci-
ty building to develop their 
talents and entrepreneurial 
culture.
The County government of 
Baringo is committed to the 
development of sports infra-
structure, and is improving 
them further in the coming 
financial year.
The construction of stadi-
ums at kabarnet and Elda-
ma Ravine as well as the de-
velopment of two athletics 
camps at sirwa, Otany and 
Ossen will go a long way in 
enhancing the development 
of young people in matters 
sports.
Furthermore, the depart-
ment has made strides in 

ensuring that our old citi-
zens and persons with dis-
abilities (PWD’s) are given 
support.
So far, the County govern-
ment through the Baringo 
persons with disabilities 
and elderly grant programe 
has given monthly stipend 
of Ksh 2000 to 210 beneficia-
ries drawn across the Coun-
ty besides NHIF cover of 
Ksh 500 every month.
The department has also 
spearheaded the campaign 
against gender based vio-
lence like early marriages 
and female genital mutila-
tion perpetuated against in-
dividuals. 
These social vices have ne-
gated the gains made to-
wards achieving social 
transformation within our 
society and the perpetrators 
must be brought to book. 

Department’s aachievements

Residents of Baringo 
county have been 
urged to report any 

case of gender based vio-
lence across the county in 
order for the victims to be 
accorded necessary support. 
According to the chair-
person National Gender 
and Equality Commission 
(NGEC) Winfred Lichuma, 
the culture of silence which 
compromises the state of the 
victim.Most gender based 
violence are perpetrated by 
people known to the the vic-
tims and the society is hes-
itant to report the matter to 
authorities.
Lichuma called on Kenyans 
to come out and speak if the 

come across any form of vi-
olence in order to avoid re-
peat of the same.
“We should not hide such 
criminals in our society be-
cause the victims suffer a lot 

After madaraka day 
celebrations at Elda-
ma Ravine stadum,-

various sporting activities 
were held to celebtate talent 
and enhance social interac-
tion among residents.
In foot ball,poror mate 
floored maji mazuri 3 goals 
to nill and took home cash 
awards of Ksh 10,000 and 
trophy while maji mazuri 
got Ksh 7000 cash

reward.
in rughby,Kabarnet played 
aganist Eldama Ravine and 
Kabarnet won by 5 scores 
to nill.They were awarded 
with Ksh 5000 while Ravine 
got ksh 2000.
In villyball,sabatia played 
aganist Ravine where Ra-
vine won by 3 sets to 2.They 
were awarded with Ksh 
7000 and trophy while saba-
tia got Ksh 5000.

not only physically but emo-
tionally” added the chair-
person.
She regretted that the ef-
forts to fight against gender 
based violence have been 

Report gender based violence, 
Baringo residents told
By BT Corrrespondent

Sports mark 53rd 
Madaraka day Cele-
brations

hampered by corruption as 
many perpetrators of the 
vice buy their way to avoid 
being brought to book. 
She urged the County gov-
ernment to come up with a 
forensic lab to help in inves-
tigations of crimes such as 
rape and female genital mu-
tilation.
On her part CEC Youth Gen-
der and Sports Emily Kibet 
said   gender based violence 
is common in the County 
due to prevalence of retro-

gressive cultural practices 
like FGM and early marriag-
es.
The CEC noted that due to 
high poverty levels among 
the victims, they are unable 
to seek justice and end up 
suffering silently.
Due to community conflicts, 
many families are displaced 
and have no means to ed-
ucate their children thus 
many of them drop out of 
school. 

Elderly Ilchamus woman (centre) joins girls in 
a dance at Ngambo Secondary School in Baringo 
South.

Men wrestling during this year’s Madarak day 
celebrations at Eldama Ravine Sub county.
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Celebrating Talent and Passion

Nation Media Group Baringo based photojounalist Cheboite Ki-
gen is congratulated by Governor Benjamin Cheboi for scooping 
the best photojournalist award in this years competition orga-
nized by the Media Council of kenya. Cheboite believes success is 
satisfying audiences and being professional.

Nothing rings in my mind,
Thinking of it all day all 
night,
You can say am wrong or 
am right
But to me this is what I will 
forever fight
Something so close to my 
heart 
This Everlasting feeling in 
my soul. 

Baringo my mama land I’ll 
defend 
My bragging right which 
will never end. 
Baringo, Peaceful land,
No quarrels, no fight.

All I do is imagine Baringo,
Forever I will remain so 
true,
To my only Baringo.

Cruising in the skies 
Super fast technology we 
invent 
Super fast athletes in the 
lanes
Queens taking over the plan-
et
Flawless African Beauty 
making them so jealous 
Nothing for sure you’ll tell 
us
Because all this, is made in 
Baringo. 

Breath taking sceneries and 
wildlife 
Modern garden of Aden, 
why lie 
Skyrocketing economy mak-
ing us to fly 
I will give you everything 
but Baringo I will never 
loose

Feel free to set yourself 
loose
If you are made in Barin-
go. 

Come let’s all mingle,
Swallow your ego,
And tour Baringo,
See beautiful flamingos,
As they fly in the skies,
Satisfaction for your eyes. 

Close your eyes,
And imagine Baringo,
Open your eyes,
And see Baringo.

Let it consume you,
Let it take over your mind,
Shining like the moon,
In a cool and silent night.

Irrigation world class,
Views, a thousand plus,
High investors turn up,
Because they call it Ca-
naan,
Wait for who and for 
what?
To have Baringo in your 
heart?

Come, let’s take a safari,
Let’s tour this Baringo...
forget your suffering,
Imagine us, imagine me
Am proud because I am 
made in Baringo. 

Think of the attractions,
Imagine potential,
Imagine nothing else
Just imagine us, imagine 
me 
And wish you were Made 
in Baringo.

Made in Baringo.
By Kipz tha Poet

Young innovators in 
Baringo have a rea-
son to smile when 

a 19 million investment 
towards the construction 
of Rift Valley Innovation  
Center (RVIC) sponsored 
by Baringo County Gov-
ernment,CDF Eldama Ra-
vine, and Mwachon alumni 
comes to completion.
Once completed the center 
will offer local start ups a 
place to enhance their skills 
so as to come up with glob-

ally competitive skills as a 
way of attaining sustainable 
development.
It is expected that the com-
pletion of the center will 
see an influx of innovators, 
incubators, entereperneurs 
and tourists to the center as 
barriers will be greatly low-
ered such as office space and 
cost of living unlike in urban 
areas of Kenya.
The project could not have 
come at a better time than 
now since global focus is on 

Africa as the next hub for 
technological innovations 
and inventions hence RVIC 
will equally be in focus in 
Kenya as a driver for change.
Baringo County governor 
Benjamin Cheboi urged the 
residents of Baringo to ful-
ly exploit the opportunities 
at the center and come up 
with globally completive 
startups as this is the only 
way developing countries 
can compete effectively with 
the developed economies as 
minimal capital is required 
in incubating startups.
He added that is adminis-
tration is keen on leveraging 
on ICT as a means of em-

powerment as characterized 
by the ongoing partnerships 
between the county and Ko-
rean firms mainly Korean 
International Agency and 
World best Friend which 
has seen supply of more 
than 1400 computers to 
learning institutions across 
the County.
This initiative is aimed at 
strengthening ICT potential 
in the institutions and helps 
meet the country’s vision 
2030 blue print.  
Recently, during the Barin-
go Entrepreneurship and 
Expo Summit, there was an 
innovation contest held at 
Kenya School of Govern-
ment kabarnet.
There were over 21 partic-
ipants drawn from across 
the Country where Bunifu 
Technologies kilimo hub a 

mobile application which 
provides farmers with sim-
ple farm solutions ranging 
from agriculture extension 
services info and a platform 
for farmers to advertise their 
products.
Ronald Yator and Percy Kip-
too were first and second 
runners up with their appli-
catons on security and soft-
ware management.
The winners were award-
ed with cash prices of Ksh 
1.5 million,1 million, and 
500,000 respectively at a col-
orful ceremony held at the 
office of the Governor.
Governor cheboi urged the 
young entrepreneurs to 
use the rewards to enhance 
their startups and create job 
opportunities for the other 
young people with IT skills.

Innovation centre to benefit 
local ICT startups

The comple-
tion of the 
center will 

see an influx 
of innovators, 

incubators, 
entereper-

neurs

Governor Cheboi presents the dummy cheque to BEES 
2015 innnovators contest winners at his office.

By Kendele Limo
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During the state visit of Ko-
rean President Her Ex-
cellency Park Geun-Hye 

to Kenya in End of May 2016 and 
early June 2016, three events with 
great historical significance un-
folded. The context and the coinci-
dences of these events bordered on 
paradox (situation that is strange 
because they have features or qual-
ities that normally do not exist to-
gether) and melodrama (situation 
in which people’s behavior is too 
emotional)
First, it is about Kenya and South 
Korea and their current presidents. 
President Park Geun-Hye is the 
daughter of the revolutionary and 
transformative 9th President of 
Korea Park Chung Hee from 1961-
1979. In Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta is 
the President and his father was 
the founding president Mzee Jomo 
Kenyatta from 1963-1978. Both 
President Park Chung Hee and 
Jomo Kenyatta were close friends 
and now both their children are 
leaders of their countries. Again, 
in 1963, Kenya’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) was not so differ-
ent from Korea’s (it is said Kenya 
donated to Korea and Malaysia in 
the 60s) but now; the two countries 
are worlds apart in their econo-
mies and social standing. Korea 
now is a first world while we are 
still struggling in the third world 
(parodoxical). I will not go in to 
the details on where did the rain 
begin to beat us but your guess is 
as good as mine and  what I am 
driving to is what magic did Ko-
rea use that catapulted it to where 
they are and can we replicate in 
Kenya?. Yes we can. 
Korea through the ingenuity of 
President Park Chung Hee came 
up with a movement akin to our 
Harambee philosophy .Saemaul 
Undong (SU), was a communi-
ty-driven development (CDD) pro-
gram pursued during the 1970s in 
the Republic of Korea. In sum, the 
SU movement improved both indi-
vidual and community well-being 
through a five tier development 
agenda:One. Poverty reduction 
through its impacts on increas-
ing household income;Two.  Ac-
cess to modern infrastructure and 
services brought about through 
mechanized farming, electrifica-
tion, improvement in the quality of 
housing and health services, and 
child care provided by Saemaul 
nurseries during the planting, cul-
tivation, and harvesting seasons;-
Three.  Empowerment of local 

communities and amassing of social cap-
ital; Four. Revitalization of community 
leadership by permitting younger people 
to assume leadership roles traditionally 
held by senior members of society and 
creation of a status- free social context 
within the traditional rural village set-
ting; and Five. Acceptance of modern 
roles for women in terms of overall social 
participation, management of household 
budgets, and part- time employment 
as wage earners. (www.adb.org/sites/
saemaul-undong-movement). Today, 
brands like Samsung, LG,Daewoo, KIA 
and top quality cosmetics.
Back in Baringo, the county has start-
ed working closely with Korean NGOs 
and institutions like Korea International 

Cooperation Agency (KOICA), 
World Best Friend (WBF), World 
Together Kenya that has yielded 
positive results to the residents 
for a start.   Baringo Coffee farm-
ers have earned over Kshs 12 
million for exporting 13.9 tons of 
clean coffee . It is projected that 
in 2016,34tons worth Kshs 30 
million will be shipped besides a 
proposed Kshs. 190 Million cof-
fee milling factory to be set up in 
Baringo courtesy of WBF. In ICT 
front, over 91 secondary schools 
and their teachers have received 
1200 computers donated from 
Korea and over 1100 teachers 
and residents undergone free 
training on IT skills at the Elias 
ICT centre in Kabarnet. Further, 
WBF has organized for a cultur-
al exchange programme where-
by, Baringo county visit Korea 
periodically to learn more about 
SU and so far five administrative 
officers have benefited. World 
Together Kenya is working with 
small scale dairy farmers to im-
prove the quality of dairy cows 
through the donation of heifers 
in Baringo central, North and 
South.
 Melodrama was witnessed at 
state house Nairobi when Pres-
ident Park Geun-Hye was host-
ed to a state luncheon by Uhu-
ru Kenyatta and was joined 
by the members of the CORD 
luminaries Raila Odinga and 
Moses Wetangula. In the recent 
past, CORD leaders have been 
leading protests against Inde-

pendent Electoral and Boundaries 
Commission (IEBC). The picture of 
Uhuru, his deputy William Ruto, 
Raila and Wetangula walking on the 
stately red carpet, Kenyans heaved a 
sigh of relief that the protests would 
come to an end. But no, it did not. 
That reminded me of Kenya’s fight 
for self governance Madaraka cel-
ebrated every 1st June since 1963. 
History writes it that Jaramogi Og-
inga Odinga Raila’s father was to be 
Kenya’s first Prime Minister after the 
colonial government picked on him. 
By then, Jomo Kenyatta was still in 
prison and Oginga refused blatant-
ly demanding that Jomo Kenyatta 
should be released unconditional-
ly first thus the famous saying “No 
Kenyatta No Uhuru” was born. Few 
years later after full independence - , 
Oginga Odinga parted ways with se-
nior Kenyatta and and an he wrote 
an Autobiography titled “Not Yet 
Uhuru” published by E.A.E.P in 
1968. Close to 40 years later, Raila, 
Jaramogi’s son, is leading protests in 
post new Constitution of Kenya 2010 
against the government of Jomo’s 
son, Uhuru. During the National 
Prayer breakfast at the Safari Park 
Hotel (owned by Koreans) Uhuru 
dismissed the calls by the religious 
leaders to give dialogue a chance on 
the IEBC debacle saying “God has al-
ready answered our prayers through 
the CoK 2010”. Immediately after the 
prayers, the religious leaders sought 
the audience of the President on the 
same matter as if they were telling 
him “Not yet Uhuru”

To achieve economic power, We should learn from 
history

FROM LEFT: Cord leaders Raila Odinga, Moses Wetangula, First Lady Margaret Kenyatta, 
President Uhuru Kenyatta and South Korean President Park Geun-hye at State House, Nairobi. 
PHOTO | PSCU

By Tom Tubei
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Baringo County Senator Gideon 
Moi has launched a youth em-
powerment programme dubbed 

Baringo County Take-off.
Speaking on Saturday during the launch 
of the programme at the Kenya School 
of Government in Kabarnet, Senator 
Gideon said his initiative is aimed at 
transforming the lives of young people.
“Through this programme, we will 
transform the fortunes of young people 
in the county, “said Gideon.
He said despite Baringo being a youth-
ful county, the transition to higher in-
stitutions of learning is one of the low-
est in the country.
The programme will see 300 youth 
drawn from each location in Baringo, 
get trained at the Rift Valley Institute of 
Science and Technology from August.
They will be trained in electrical and 
electronics, hospitality and tourism, 
agriculture, mechanical engineering, 
computer studies, building and civil en-
gineering and health applied sciences.

“There is shortage of basic skills like 
plumbing, electricians, and carpentry 
in the county, that is why my office has 
come up with the initiative,” the Sena-
tor said.
The Senator who gave out a personal 
donation of Kshs10 million to the kit-
ty, urged both the national and county 
governments to create an enabling en-
vironment for the young people.
Among those who attended the launch 
include; Baringo Governor Benjamin 
Cheboi, Baringo Central MP Sammy 
Mwaita and Kenya Power Director Su-
san Chesinya.
Governor Cheboi welcomed the initia-
tive and pledged his administration’s 
support. He disclosed that the County 
government in partnership with KCB 
Foundation has already provided bur-
sary and scholarship to learners pursu-
ing different courses at various voca-
tional training institutions across the 
County. The initiative will go a long 
way to uplift the capacity of young peo-
ple to take advantage of opportunities 
as they arise.   

Senator Gideon Moi 
launches a Youth em-
powerment programme, 
donates Kshs 10 million 
By BT Correspondent

Baringo County Governor Benja-
min Cheboi has urged farmers to 
seek expert advice from different 

stakeholders and the county government 
agriculture experts in order to improve 
their production.
Speaking during the distribution of bee 
hives to farmers in Chebilat, Governor 
Cheboi said the county government to-
gether with the World Vision and other 
stakeholders endeavor to promote farm-
ing in Arid and Semi Arid land (ASAL) 
zones in the county.
“It is the duty of the county government 
to provide services to the people in or-
der to create enabling environment for 
them to work for economic growth in 
the county, “said Cheboi.
Governor Cheboi added his administra-
tion had constructed cattle dips in every 
ward to act as disease control units and 
assured the residents that the county 
government would deploy more exten-

sion officers to the area to curb spread of 
diseases.
The county boss encouraged more in-
vestment in bee keeping saying the pro-
duction of quality honey was key as the 
product is currently the leading export 
from the county.
Agriculture CEC Caroline Lentupuru 
promised to work with farmers in value 
chain addition and said her ministry has 
put in place a strategy to bring services 
to various wards that will enhance ca-
pacity building.
World Vision representative Christine 
Odhiambo said that the aim of the distri-
bution of beehives is to ensure that farm-
ers improve their honey production and 
in turn improve their livelihoods.
Honey value chain has been identified 
as a major sector which will turn around 
the economic prospects of the county 
and enable farmers diversify their pro-
duction.

Seek expert advice to 
improve production, 
Governor Cheboi urges 
farmers
By Barry Limo

Two universities, Jaramogi Ogin-
ga Odinga University of Science 
and Technology (JOOUST) and 

University of Nairobi (UoN)have col-
laborated in a research project aimed at 
developing an early warning system for 
improved human health and resilience 
to climate sensitive vector borne diseases 
in Baringo County. 
The research project started in 2014 with 
the support of a grant from International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
and managed by World Health Orga-
nizations (WHO’s) Special Programme 
for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases (TDR). The project specifically 
focuses on Malaria and Rift Valley Fever 
(RVF) both of which are transmitted by 
mosquitoes. 
The project covers Baringo Central, Bar-
ingo North and Marigat sub-counties.
Speaking during a one week data sharing 
workshop to review its activities in the 
last two years at the Queens Garden Ho-
tel in Eldoret, Prof. Benson B.A Estam-
bale, the Principal Investigator, said that 
they were interested in the two diseases 
because of the effect they have on people 
and the way they are affected by climate 
change.

“We are reviewing our data for the past 
two years and when we have appropri-
ate results we will give recommendations 
to stakeholders like the government and 
locals to use in controlling these two dis-
eases in future” added Prof. Estambale.
There are five components in this project 
namely: parasitology, virology, entomol-
ogy, anthropology and modeling led by 
researchers and implemented by Masters 
and PhD students from the two univer-
sities.
The parasitologists focus on malaria in-
cidence and prevalence while the virol-
ogists focus on the RVF virus behavior 
in humans and livestock during the in-
ter-epizootic period. The entomologists 
focus on Malaria and RVF vectors and 
anthropologists focus on the social-eco-
nomics of the diseases. 
The modelers focus on developing the 
early warning system for Rift Valley Fe-
ver.

Baringo county Governor Ben-
jamin Cheboi has urged the 
Kenya National Commission 

for Human Rights (KNHCR) to ex-
pedite the search for justice on his-
torical injustices and violation of hu-
man rights in Baringo County.
While addressing the media after 
commissioners from KNHCR paid 
him a courtesy call in his office, 
Cheboi singled out cattle rustling, 
Boundary disputes and Kolowa mas-
sacre as some of the human rights vi-
olations that needs to be addressed 
by the commission.
Sharkhtika Chivusia a commissioner 
with the KNHCR said they are in the 
north rift region to conduct a public 
enquiry on human rights violations 
with a view of coming up with rec-
ommendations to address them.
The victims of cattle rustling and 
boundary disputes in Baringo are 
crying for justice to enable them re-
build their lives.
Chivusia said unlike other commu-
nities who go to IDP camps when 
they are displaced as a result of con-

flict, in Baringo, they go to friends 
and relatives places and therefore 
not easy to cluster them as IDP for 
compensation yet they are suffering.
During the enquiry, it came out that 
boundary disputes among commu-
nities, land conflict, and political 
interference are the main causes of 
conflicts in the area.
Jedidah Wakonyo also a commis-
sioner regretted that some schools 
in some insecurity prone areas like 
Kagir,in Baringo North have had 
their learning interrupted which has 
resulted to violation of the right to 
education.
‘’Candidates have missed national   
exams in 2012 and 2013 and they lost 
two years of their educational yet 
they had a potential of performing 
well’’ said wakonyo.
The commissioners urged the lead-
ership of the county led by the gov-
ernor to support the process to en-
able promotion of human rights in 
the region.

Early warning system 
to curb malaria and Rift 
Valley fever in Baringo 
County
By Joshua Chesire

KNHCR conducts a public en-
quiry on human rights viola-
tion in North Rift region
By Kendele Limo
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Baringo Governor Benjamin 
Cheboi had a busy schedulein 
Korea  meeting with many lead-

ing company CEOs, Government and 
Suwon City Chamber of Commerce 
officials and Korea’s International Co-
operation chiefs with the aim of deep-
ening the existing relationship with 
county development partners and 
forge new alliances 
The trip which culminated in the sign-
ing of an estimated USD 1 million 
Memoranda of understanding on the 
development of the Coffee value chain  
with two leading Korean firms, Good 
Beans Limited and Bosung Company, 
has been a charm offensive by the gov-
ernor to broaden Baringo ties with the 
Asian country.
In addition to meeting existing devel-
opment partners and potential inves-
tors, governor Cheboi also held discus-
sions with various government officials 
including Korean Member of Parlia-
ment Lee Won Wook, Hwaseong City 
Council Committee Member Choi 
Yong Ju and the CEO of Suwon City 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Hong Ji-Ho.
Singling out the LAPSET project and the 
Standard Gauge Railway and its posi-
tioning in East Africa, Cheboi told over 
70 Korean company CEOs on Wednes-
day in Suwon City that Baringo was 
strategically located and was ripe for in-
vestment in various sectors of the econ-
omy including Agribusiness, Energy and 

Tourism. 
“Our productivity in various agricultur-
al sectors is on the rise and this is a good 
time to partner with us in value chain de-
velopment and marketing of our goods in 
the international market. We would also 
like to venture jointly in capacity building 
our people in the development and use of 
modern technologies and ICT solutions 

to ensure a sustainable technological 
transfer process. This will assist us accel-
erate development in Baringo and Ken-
ya,”said Cheboi.
The Suwon City Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Chief Hong Ji-Ho said Ko-
rean businesses were keen on exploring 
various trade areas and options available 
in Baringo as already Baringo Bean Cof-
fee Shops were doing extremely well in 
the Korea.
“We encourage our members to engage 
meaningfully with Baringo. As the Su-
won City Chamber of Commerce, we 
assure you of our support in venturing 
in business with Kenya,”said Ji-Ho.
Baringo Bean Coffee shops in Korea has 
boosted direct export of the cash crop 
with 6 outlets having been opened in the 
last one year across the Asian nation. 
The President of World Best Friend, a 
Korean NGO based in Seoul and which 
organized the governor’s trip Youl Hak 
Sung said he was happy with the prog-
ress so far realized and the Korean peo-
ple will continue to engage in mutual 
cooperation that will see accelerated de-
velopment of Baringo and other parts of 
Kenya.

Baringo County reaps big from Governor Cheboi’s 
Korea visit

By Barry Limo

Governor Benjamin Cheboi addreses company CEOs, Government and 
Suwon City Chamber of Commerce officials and Korea’s International 
Cooperation chiefs

Baringo County Gover-
nor Benjamin Cheboi 
has called on finan-

cial institutions to engage 
more in training and capac-
ity building activities to im-
prove financial literacy for 
their clients and minimize 
loan defaulting.
Speaking when he officiated 
the opening of Faulu Kenya 
Kabarnet Branch, Gover-
nor Cheboi advised finan-
cial lenders to temper the 
advancement of loans with 
efforts towards financial lit-
eracy for their clientele.
“Having financially literate 
customers will in the long 
run help banks and Credit 
Societies to eradicate loan 
defaulting and bad debts 
which are usually as a result 
of sufficient competence in 
handling money advanced 
as loans,”said Cheboi
Governor Cheboi urged 
Baringo County residents 
to utilize the opportunities 
availed by banking institu-
tions in the county to access 
loans for improving their 
businesses and livelihoods.
“With finance lenders such 

as Faulu, I ask our people 
now to make use of them 
by applying for loans to ex-
pand their businesses and 
improve their living stan-
dards,” Cheboi added.
He advised residents not to 
fear taking loans but ensure 

they apply and utilize loans 
advanced to them for the in-
tended purposes. 
The County boss asked Fau-
lu Kenya to train the youth 
on the importance of loans 
and how to use them to bet-
ter their lives.

“Instead of waiting for em-
ployment from the govern-
ment our youth should bor-
row loan and venture into 
businesses, build enterpris-
es and create jobs,” added 
Cheboi.
Business Development man-
ager Amos Mwangi said 
Faulu Kenya has made tre-
mendous inroads and prog-
ress in accessing new mar-
kets. He said the financial 
lender has always worked 
to ensure all groups ac-
cessed funding and lending 
solutions offered by Faulu 
Kenya.
“We offer loans to everyone 
who qualifies and comes to 
us for financial aid. Also our 
lending rates are very low 
and friendly to low income 
earners.” said Mwangi.
Mwangi said as a lender, 
Faulu Kenya is now keener 
financial literacy and the in-
tricacies of borrowing and 
investing wisely. He said 
this will help ensure mini-
mum defaults and misuse of 
loans advanced to custom-
ers.

Utilise credit facilities wisely, Governor cheboi 
advises borrowers

Governor Benjamin Cheboi officially commissions Faulu kenya 
Kabarnet branch.The coming in of devolution has seen upsurge 
of financila institutions thringing to the county reently.
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Ulinzi stars beat  Bar-
ingo’s Umoja FC 5-0 
in a GOTV shield 

tournament played in Ka-
barnet Show grounds Stadi-
um on 27th June 2016.
Ulinzi moved to the next 
round of the shield tourna-
ment after eliminating Umo-
ja FC who were just elevated 
to provincial league this
year.
Ulinzi kicked off the match 
on a high note expressing 
their winning intent on the 
29th minute when Enos 
Ochieng dribbled past de-
fenders to unleash a pow-
erful shot past keeper Felix 
Kemboi.Brian Birgen scored
in 37th minute before the 
game went to first half.
On resumption from the 
changing rooms, it took only 
22 minutes for Enos ochieng 

who took advantage of 
Umoja FC poor defence to 
score his second goal in 67th 
minute.
Daniel Weweru and Cliff Ka-
suti scored in 76th and 84th 
minute respectively earning 
them three points.
So far Umoja club has par-
ticipated in various tour-
naments and leagues orga-
nized by FKF. Their major 
breakthrough was when 
they participated in the dis-
trict league in the year 2014 
and they emerged the over-
all winners after being un-
beaten in all the matches.
As a result of that, they were 
elevated to play in the Coun-
ty League in 2015 where 
they also went away with 
the trophy at the same time
emerging the unbeaten 
team for the second time in 

a row.  “The County League 
covered 4 counties, Laikipia, 
Samburu and Baringo.
Soccer in Baringo has prov-
en to be competitive after 
one of the teams from the 
County, Umoja FC was 
picked to play in the pres-
tigious GOTV shield cup to 
represent central rift region.
The team will kick start their 
campaign when they play 

against Ulinzi Stars at Ka-
barnet.
According to team chair-
man Kimuge Cheboiywo, 
the club started as Munici-
pal FC later renamed Umoja 
FC to bring on board players 
from Kabarnet town and its 
environs.
They are currently taking 
part in branch Football Ken-
ya Federation (FKF) league 
and hope to proceed to the 
next level as they are un-
beaten in all their matches 
so far, but ultimately hope 
to reach the Kenya Premier 
League (KPL) in the not dis-
tant future. 
Their taking part in the 
GOTV shield cup means a 
lot to their fans and Barin-
go at large for they will host 

some of the top teams in the 
country who are taking part 
in the KPl.
Robert Kiprotich the team 
manager urged the county 
government to support the 
team the team to honor all 
their away matches to en-
sure that they do well in the 
tournament.
‘’When we play outside Bar-
ingo, we are ambassadors 
of the county and we create 
good image for the county, 
said Kiprotich.
The team coach is Justus 
Wanjala who doubles up as 
the team secretary while the 
captain is Fabian Rutto.
From Baringo Today sports 
desk, we wish them well in 
their endeavor.

 Umoja FC lose to Ulinzi stars in the GOtv Shield cup

By Kennedy Rotich

Umoja FC players pose for a team Photo. The team will play Ulinzistars in 
the GOtv shield cup at Kabarnet ASK grounds

According to the 
world fact book 
compiled by Amer-

ica’s Central intelligence 
agency (C.I.A)Kenya’s pop-
ulation  comprises of 41% 
youth below the age of 15.
 Essentially almost half of 

the nation is in primary and 
nursery school. 2016 is four-
teen years away from the 
glorious year of 2030, the 
awaited year of prosperity. 
Basically in 2030,If the num-
bers are right, over nine-
teen million new Kenyans 
would have joined the work 
force. This does not mean 
all 19 million will have jobs 
or will be well educated it 
just means that all of them 
will be at age (28 and be-
low) where they will be in 
need of viable jobs that will 
lay a foundation for the rest 
of their lives. So clearly its 
up to the remaining 59% to 
make this possible right?  To 
make sure that these nine-

teen million individuals will 
have a sensible future.
To achieve this, the govern-
ment should put in place 
strategies to ensure the 
economy expands so as to 
be able to create opportuni-
ties for this critical popula-
tion when they turn 30. 
Well out of the fifty nine 
percent, approximately 19% 
are between the ages of 15 
and 24. These are the Ken-
yans who are either in high 
school or other various ter-
tiary institutions trying to 
get the right papers in order 
to join the already existing 
work force. Over 9 million 
Kenyans probably in school 
or trying to find one.

Kenya should invest on its youth to realize 
economic growth

Alice Kipkulei
The prosperity 
of any country 
depends on its 
ability to nur-
ture and devel-
op an efficient 

human resource

‘’When we 
play out-
side Bar-

ingo, we are 
ambassadors of 
the county and 
we create good 
image for the 

County, 
Kiprotich.

 Another 3% is over the age 
of 65; the designated retire-
ment age in Kenya. So anoth-
er 1.2 million Kenyans will 
leave the existing work force. 
What does that leave us with, 
around 37% of the country 
between the ages of 25 and 
64. These are the ones that are 
in the best position to shape 
the future of the country. 
The prosperity of any coun-
try depends on its ability to 
nurture and develop an effi-
cient human resource which 
is capable of transforming 
the prospects of economic 
growth and improve its gross 
domestic product. In this re-
gard, more emphasis should 
be put on ensuring that our 

institutions of higher learn-
ing produce the best brains 
which will blend well with 
the the current market trends 
as far as technological ad-
vancement is concern.
From young professionals 
to established individuals in 
their various fields. Kenya’s 
true work force, 16.7 million 
strong meant to shoulder the 
burden of the remaining 28.7 
million. A big asking but not 
an impossible task. So are you 
part of the 37%? And what 
are you doing to ensure 2030 
is bright. This is a battle cry 
to the 37% WAKE UP AND 
SMELL THE COFFEE!



Top: Kenya’s Dominic Kangor celebrates after fininshing 
top during the 2016 Riga Marathon in Latvia. Some ath-
letes who participated in the event.
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Baringo born athlete Dominic 
Kangor smashed the course 
record when he won the men’s 

race at Lattelecom Riga Marathon, an 
IAAF Bronze Label Road Race, on 
Sunday 15th.
Dominic who hails from Tiriondonin, 
Kabartonjo ward  in Baringo North 
sub county proved his prowess when 
he broke the world record on Sunday 
during the Riga Marathon after he 
crossed the finish line with a new re-
cord of 2:11:45.
The winning record eclipsed the world 
record of 2:12:28 which was set by 
Ethiopia’s Haile Tolossa early last year.
Kangor was the fifth Kenyan in 26 
years to take the men’s title in Riga. 
Before Kangor’s biggest success was 
his win at the Brighton Marathon in 
2013, where he clocked 2:10:46. That 
was after he clocked 2:09:36.
In the second position was Kaleab 
Selomon from Eritrea who clocked 

2:12:21, taking more than two minutes 
off his personal best, which was run at 
the Dubai Marathon in 2015. Kenya’s 
Charles Maina took the third position 
in 2:13:54.
The women’s race was won by Shitaye
Gemechu of Ethiopia, who crossed the 
finish line in 2:38:40, beating Kenya’s 
Divina Jepkosgei and Ethiopia’s Mu-
lunesh Zewdu. Latvia’s Anita Kaze-
maka took fourth spot and qualified for 
the Rio Olympic Games with a result 
of 2:44:09.
The Riga Marathon, which takes place 
in the Latvian capital city annually 
since 1991, has received the IAAF’s 
prestigious Bronze Label.

Baringo’s  Kangor con-
quers the world in  Riga

Courtesy: IAAF
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he broke the record
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